Over the Dead in Chriſt, not as thoſe 


without hope; with inſtruction, ad- 
monition, and encouragement to 
the Survivers. 


As it ſhould have been delivered to the Peop le 
(had not Satan hindered ) at the Funeral of 
Mr. Hey Rix of Cambridge, Jan. 19. 1656-7. 

in purſuance of his earneſt requeſt on his Dœath- 


| Bed. Now publiſhed for the benefit 
C of thole that will hear. 


By THOMAS MOORE junior, 
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David lamented over Fonathas, 

I am diſtreſſed for thee my brother Jonathan, very pleaſant haſt 
thou been to me, thy love to me was wonderful, paſſing the love 
of Women ; how are the mighty fallen in the midſt of the Battel, 

andthe Weapons of Marre periſhed? 2 Sam. 1. 25, 26,27, 

Ad Jeremy lamented for Joſiah, and all the Singing-men, and 
Smging -womes ſpeak of Joſiah in their Lament ations to this day; 
and made them an Ordinance in Iſrael, Behold, they are writes 
in the Lamentations, 2 Chro. 35. 25. 

Mt I would not have you ignorant Brethren concerning them that 

ere aſlee p, that yee ſorrow not even M others that have no hope; 
for if we beleeve that Jeſus dyed, and roſe again, even ſo them al- 
fo which ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with him, 1 Thell, 4. 
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h, aud he t of any Bl 


(eng whom be Loved, be being _ whoſe heart ( throtgh the grace ef 
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Ts the Reader, and eſpecially to thoſe 


at, or near (Cambridge. 


CE IN the [ad news of. my dear Brojhers Sic łxeſi to- death, 7 
| went as ſoon 45 Tcomid, if bappity I might Io bave ſeen 
 bim, and that 1might bave been refreſhed. together with 
bin before bis departure; but #1 pleaſeq our gr acious Fa- 
beer, the Wiſe Diſpoſer of. af things, in whoſe bands ard 
tay lives, eur imer, and ways, te deny me of that, by ſp:edirg another 
Viſor (is bim farre better) to 1ake bim away from the evil againſt hich 
þ bod been Jong ſtriving, in tbe light and ſtrength of the Lorg, that be may 
badefyrth be with bim, and at reſt from all bis Laboyrs and Combates, 
n waiting for the compleating of the Adoption, that is, the Re- 
taten of the Body, til the reſt of bis Brethren bete finiſÞed their courſe 
«vel le. He departed the night before Tg 16 Cambridge, wheye 7. 
Mirfiud, T hat it was bin earneſt requeſt on, bis Deatb-bet, Iba A, J 
tote intime, I hold be. deſtred ( from bim ) 'to give the people a word 
if Exbertation & die Funeral, aud alſo that the Miniſter of the Pajiſh, 
Ji in was freely wiling with it 3 en which conſiderations Teanſen = 
an) Blacks it the way mil the tive was almoſt 
ale, thet I ſhould 5 the Drcegſel in i, mover ; 
Which ſervice; «pprobending from Ide ore mentioned confiderationt, 
Gdeling me, and making the way Hitherto clear enough, I was very ready 
vine offered my ſelf, notwithſtanding ſome reports, I know not how raiſed, 
cholars threatning incivility to me, which I did not much credit, 
"4 leaſt feared not, purpoſing by the grace. v 727 At to reſiſt evil if 
Is and truffing in a greater pomer tba that of man for protection. 
one others thowg bt it convenient to _— off, yet could I not be ſa- 
ed to have ſpoken, and that for 
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5 without pb liſbing What I then inten 
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Taue but judge the removal of this Tfraelite indeed, and at ſuch a. 


« * be aſad Correction and Judgement, eſpeciad) to the place, and peo» 


God. 
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To the Reader: 7 
God in Chriſt our Saviour, towards man) was fined, truſting in we l., 
and walking in the hearty belief aui achnowleagement of thetryth 


all by all means within bis oopacay, ſhining 41-4 lipbt in the world, 
2 N acrooked amd perverſe Sener ais, bug forth the "hp 0 
in word and conver ſation 3 and how mucb as to theſe things be ws alan: 


that place I are to peak, yet be throwgh that grace of God that bringe 


Salvation to al wen, teaching ws ( Tit. 2. 11, 12.) ſo demeay 
bimſelf, that be had a good report of all men, a well a ef ea 


trutb it ſelf 3 for cleaving to which, though he bad many adverſeriu,chith 


of thoſe that ſometimes in ſome meaſure acknowledged, and rejeyced-iy 
tratb with him, but wow bave turned ny their ears from it, and ati} 
ned aſide to fables, yet thoy could finde nothing againſt bim, but in len. 
ters of his God, and were mad aſpamed, wherein they falſh actuſtd\ 
good converſation in Chriſt, rn + 
2 That-Which follows was much ſet upon my ſpirit, 4s 4 very dc 
and [eaſonable Inftruftion, and Admonition to the people there, and atihi 
time; and I knew 2 God by bis providence called me ibi | 
a time, for ſuch an en erb I could not but judge my ſelf moſt un 
to preſent ii. ph 2 > ern 


3 Same that obſerved, could not but take notice of e great i. : 


tan, with great diligence exerciſed to the bindring it. 
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Goſpel ond waiting fo the bope of it, and thence fi led with dhe nf 
ning operation of ie love of Chrift par ſwading men, and ſecking the greg 


T berefore that I way both dee what in me lies to Per forme the di 1 - 


abe deceaſed, and alſo not to rebel again$t bim that preſſed my ſpirit, is 
i ſence of the meaning of the voyce of this providence, as by brit 
1emembraxce, and opening the Scriptures ts my nnderftaniling, he git 
wes if peradventure any may be awakened by it, I here prefent it ts with, 
and commit it and my ſeif to bim, in whom I dige to be Strvam ua, 
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0a the Subject of the following Diſcourſe upon | 
the Death of Hr kin. 


| H ers haſt tho firſt a Paradox explained, 
— ſome have Righteouſneſs attained, 
1 


everthelefs this truth remains, there's none 
ighteous in, as of themſelves, not one 
Tet in the Lord, and tis in him alone: 


; ighteoulneſs and firength ſome have, and they 
In hin are juſtified, and glory aye, | 
I peRting till irs Crown of Immortality. 


hn in's Lot hall then with Chuift affe, 
lud we with Chriſt ſhall meet our Brother Rix, 


Next we preſent thee with our cauſe of grief, | 
Pefiring God from n to ſend relief; 
Hergone in whonr e guile, an Iſraelite;- . 

there in's ſtead left ſach another Light ? 
Then had we not ſuch cauſe as now to mone, 
Nit mourn we not us thoſe that hope have none: 

+ agus of him that's faln aſlee : 

We have great cauſe to joy, and not to:weep x: ; 

ler we beleeving Chriſt did Dye, and Riſe. 
| Doknow that with kim he ſhall come likewiſe; . 

And thin poſſeſs with all the Saints the Crow n 
Bou Judge ſhall give when he comes down:: 
in mean time he reſts in bleſſed peace, 

Where from his warres and labours he doth ceaſe jy 

Then for our ſelves, our God, our Rock's alive, 
And will pot fail at need us to releeve: 10 
La or our ſelves we have cauſe to lament, | 12 
Lear the Judgement is of large extent, 8 +: 
lnger than to them that lay't to heart, | 24 
Vor ist che leſs becauſe few fecle the ſmart, 
1 our cauſe of lamentation's more, 
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To ſes the Children of the Spiritual Whores _. 
Againſt the Heavens themſelves with ſport rejoyce, . . . 
Not daubring to prevail wich theit ſttange voyce. 
Reproaching now the poer thattraſts in Sd. 
Becauſe afflicted with their Fathers Rod; 
But in due time God will ariſe, and then 
No place will be for theſe proud wicked men: 
In the great Judgement then they ſhall not ſtand, 
But (hall be broken with a mighry hand ; 
A lictle while, and then he will not-ftay, 
But come with all his Saints, O come away; 
Is it not yet the time to judge thy Flock, 
When as to outward means their powers do flack? 
Is there yet any left, hut up, or hid ? 
Cauſe them t* appear, thy flock to help and rid; 
Make them more wiſe and ſtrong to doe exploits, 
Through thy good name to ſhew the deep deceits, 
So manifold of him whoſe name is Legion, 
That with us may remaine the pure: Religion, 
And hafte the coming of that bleſſed day, 
In which thou wilt wipe all our tears away: 
In mean time, teach us to account and mind, 
Thy patience is Salvation to th' unkind 
A pleaſure in their death, thou now ha ſi none, 
While yet thy grace brings them Salvation; 
Of thy mind make as more, as reading well 

Ich' greatneſs of thy love, thy terror fell. 
Thence inſtantly wich meeknefs praying'them, 
Now to be reconciled unto him 
That was made Sin, and Curſe for's all, that we 
The righteouſneſs of Godin him might be. 
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| ALamentation over the dead in Chriſt, 
with Inſtruction, Admonition, and encourage- 
ment to the Survivers, in fome explication of. the 


words of the Prophet T/aiab, Chap. 57. 1. as 
compared with other Scriptures. .. 


* * , 22 — 
1 


Ifaiah 57. 1. "5 BEI " 
The Righteous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, mer- 
aal men are taken away, none conſidering that the righ- 
uus is taken away from the evil | to come. > 


$ He words preſent us with a Twe- fold matter 
of Lamenration, or cauſe of grief, doubled 
in che expreſſion of each part, to note the 
©" grearneſs of the Judgement, and to awake 
us to the more diligence to learn righteouſ- 


2 neſs by ic. 
WEL 1 That the Righteous periſheth, merciful 
N men, or men of kindneſs, and godlineſs are 
tuken a wyry. $1 7: B. BW : ; : * 


21 That no man laies it to heart, none conſiders that the righ- 
teou i taken away bs the evil. We read L to come ] but thoſe 
Go words being added by the Tranſlators, 22 by, their 
differen Character, may be left out in our reading, and che tert 
wich zut them, not only as fully takes in the truth Wr by 
$024 B | | em, 
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| ((2) 
them, but is more fignified, viz. That he is taken away from the 
evil, as well that ns. as that to come. The InRruftionsfull 

nified, and ſet before us in the words of 'this Lamentatibn are, 

1 That the periſhing of rhe righteous, the 8 wy of men 
of kindneſs, and godlineſs, is a ſad correction to the ſurvirett, 
which God would have fo laid to heart, and conſidered by 
them. | 3 
2 That when God ſo ſtrikes, and yet none lay to heart, or con- 
fider it, it is am evidence of wilful blindneſs, and great hardneſt 
in. ſuch a people,” and a ſign and fore-runner of greater Judge 
ments, ht 

3 That even in theſe ſad Judgements there is ſpecial merey, 
and cheyſe blefledne(s to thele ſo taken away, and that to be con- 
fidered alſo, they are taken away from the evil ; Bleſſed are 1 
dead which dye in the Lord, from benceſoribh, yea ſaith the Spirit, that thy 
may re from their labours, and their works folow them. 

3 That the periſhing of the Rightegus is a ſad correction 10 
the furvivers, which God woulg have ſo laid to heart, and cogh- 
dered by them; for our underndivg and nſcfalneſs of this, wee 
fhall propound to conſideration, 1. Who are the Righteous 
2. Ia what ſence they may be ſaid to periſh, and when thej ſo doe: 
and then ſhall further demonſtrate andexplicate the Poſition." 

x Who are the Rightequs and mereiſul men, or man of kind- 
nefs, or godlineſs, truly if men be conſidered as they are by Ni- 
ture and firſt birth, as deſcended from Adam, ar tags 4 in and 
of chemſelver, or in what they may attain to by the Will of feſb 
or will-wiſdome, and ſtrength of man, in whatever exerciſed 
T here is nene righteous, or doth. good, no nat one, of all the natural 
Children of Adam; they have all ſinned, and are come ſhort of 
the glory of God, they are become wholly finfal, weak, and cor 
rupt, they are dead in fins and treipaſſes, and children of wrail 
2310 conſidered, one as well as another, Fſel. 14. Rem, 3. 19-23. 
Epbeſ. 2.1, 2. By the Law is the knowledge of fin in the heb gf 
well as in the worſt works of men, yes it diſcovers his whole 
nature over-ſpread with it, and therefore by the deeds of it ſhah 
no man bejuſtified in the fight of God, Rom. 3. 20, Gal. 3. 1 


tee 3 
Thers is only one man efall that Natur, euen the mon Go 
e Ons 5 


EL oe STS 8 
eſo, that is in 2 pfoper and ſtrict ſence, Good, or Righteous, 
12 of himſelf — for us, and he is none of the natural Cuil - 
dren, nor naturally of man, but of God, (Mark 12,18.) who alſo 
n prepared for him a Body in our Nature, and of a Woman, by the 
ll | and wonderful cMicacy of his holy Spirit, and did in that 
J Bodydeliver him to Death for our Offences, and raiſe him again 
for our Juflification ; and gave him glory, that our faith and hope 
nabe be in God; And he is 2 called the Righteous, x Fats 
ur, of a Jam. 5. 6. even the righteous, or juſt one, and juſtly 
do; for, 8 N 
lie is perfectly fo in and of bimſelf, being the Natural and 
. only begotten Son of God, ſa that he is of the Father, the ſame 
” | thattheFather is, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Truth, Holineſs, and 
x Goodneſs it ſelf; yea in that Body prepared for him ig mans Na- 
de, though he was made in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, ſubject to 
all our infirmities that came by fin, yet without fin, He nel no 
i; And this rendred him a meet and worthy Perſon to undertake 
fot Sinners, to prepate, and give a Ranſome to God, and bee 3 
Mediator for them; for, ibo can bring a clean thing out of an unclean, 
Wore; therefore no meer man can redeeme his Brother, or give 
woda tanſome for him; for ſuch a High Pricft became us, ho 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, &c. 
fle is perfectly ſo in what he hath undertaken, and done for 
men in that Body prepared for him in mans Natpre, he hath per- 
{ly and voluntarily fulfilled that will of the Father he came to 
doe, to the works to be finiſhed in his owa Body an the earth, 
Id, 40, 6-9. Hebr. 10, 5 12. Job. 17. 4. He bumbled bimsſelf, 
albecame obedient to death, even the death of the Croſr. He laid down 
bis life that he might take it again, even ag he received Com- 
mmdement of his Father, Phil. 2.7, 8. 7ob. 10. 17, 18. Heb, 12, 3. 
IPet2.24. and becauſe of this, | | | | 
Ihen made perfe& for us, the Righteous, and juſt one, ar 
e erſon in our Nature, and for us, acquit off all our treſ- 
Pills and fins that were imputed to him, and ſo therein a Victo- 
rer oer all our Curſe, and Death laid upon him, having by him 
oro rn our fins, he is accepted, and ſet down on the right hand 
of God as a perfect Ranſome, and price of Redemption for men, 
| ud landing propitiation for 3 ſins of the whole world, = 3 
| 2 rince 
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Prince and Saviour,-for to give repentance, and -forgivenely.of ung 
fins, and the Judge of all, Heb, 1. 3, 4, K 122. 1 7. 2. 5, 6. 
1 Job. 2. I, 2. As 5. 31. & 10. 36- 42. Vea, e 

4 He i righteous and faithful in all appointed him. A füb- 
fal Mediator and High Prieſt, a faithful teſtimony of Gods good 
neſs to men in due time, that through him they might be ive 
and the Author of eternal Salvation to them that obey. him, and 


a 4a. 4 


2 


Aer tnt nn 


=o 


the righteous Judge of quick and dead, by whom God ſhalljudgy 
the world in righteouſneſs, even by that man whom he bath e 
dained, whereof he hath given affurance unto all men, in that heiß 
raiſed him. from the dead, for to this end he dyed, roſe, and u- 
ved, that he might be Lord of dead and living ; fo that hee id 
perly and abſolutely the cighteous One in and of himſelf and for 
us; che Lord our righteouſneſs, in whom, and in whomonly wh- 
Wave righteouſneſs, and ſtrength; yet is not he the rake 
are here ſpoken of. For BETS PROT 
1 This Text ſpeaksin the plural number, of righteous ong, 
merciful men, men of kindneſs, or godlincſs, ner is he includ 
one of the righteous ones here ſpoken of. For . 
2 He was not, nor could be holden of Death, as P avid, ad 
thers that ſleep ic Jeſus, are z his fleſb ſaw no corruption, Fſa . 
10. with 4 2. 25- 31, ſo that he did not periſh out of: the e 
by death as they, Mich. 7. 1, 2. He Was raiſed again the third do at 
after ſeen of many witneſſes, Lea, le . 
3 Though he was taken from the earth in his Aſcenſion, 11 
that was no chaſtiſement, or correſtion, and ſo no cauſe of grief 
or ſorrow to us, no nor th them that did en joy his perſonal ce 
ſence on the earth; but cauſe of great joy, for if hee had nd 
perſunally aſcended to the Father. The Comforter; that coming 
forth of the Spirit of trutb, in the evidence and demonſtration 
the works finiſhed in his Body, accepted, and for ever vertwols 
with the Father for us, could. not have come, Fob. 7. 39: 14 
26=28, & 16. 7, 8. yea he went to prepare places for us, that i 
might come again Perſonally, and receive us to himſclf, that: we, F; 1) 
cy all ckat by himbeleeys in God, might be ever with him in bu I) 
Flur, Job. 14; Ang ſo neither is he ſp periſhed from the earth, or 
from among men, in kis being perfonally received up into gloty, 
u to be no more capable of conyerling with them, 3 Ws 
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Ae ther good, but is thereby abſolutely perfected In ſuch "#8#þa- 
— body in mans nature through ſufferings or. 
1d, tor being aſcended farre above all beavens, even in Heaven it 
Kl, there to appear in the preſence of God for us, ever the ſatme 
hit deſcended into the Jo wer parts of the carih; he fills all things 
;yich his influences, and operations, and is in his gracious and 
Spiritual proſence, and vertues, in the hearts and ſocieties of his 
wople, chat through grace belceve in him, Epbeſ. 4. 7.8- 10. 11. 
nba. 20. Fob, 14. 17, 18. | 

14Byall which it appears, he is none of the rĩghteous ipołen of in 
His text, yet the conſiderat ion already propounded of him as the 
xhceons one, will help us to underftand who are the righteous 
thatare here ſpoken of, and therefore is no digreſſion from our 
' 3 for from theſe two conſiderat ions, viz. That of the Na- 
'walRace, or Children of Adam, there is none in or of them- 

ies, or in any thing they can doe, righteous, or that doth good, 

r that is ſo accepted; vwneds and juſtified in the fight of God, 
10 not one; and that he, and he only in mans Nature is the righ- 
teu one, and that for us alſo, The Lord eur Righteouſneſs 3 J lay, 
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um theſe two conſiderations, it appears; 8 
| That of all the Children of men, they only are righteous that in 
leligut and power of Gods teſtimony concerning Chriſt, doe fo 
belte de and receive it, that in belief and acknowledgement there- 
they diſo w na and run out of themſelves into Chriſt, for righ- 
woninels, und life, 2 Cor. I. 9. Pbil. 3. 3 ũ H ůũ H 5 
alt ia good deſcription, ot character of the righteour, that on 
harigot the Name of che Lord, that it is a ſtrong tower, they 
en therein made ſenſible of it, acknowledge their own na- 
Kdnc, and the lyingneſs of ether refuges, and therefore the 
Luger of abiding out of this, they run into the Name of the Lord, 
0. 18. 10. they fly for refuge ¶ even in the light and powerful 
wing of the Name, and Grace of God in Chriſt, which bring- 
Ut Salvation to all men in due time) unto the hope fet before 
dem in Chrifl, that they may lay hold of that, Heb. 6. 18. 
Ide righteous then are they ( whoever they be, or whatever 
they lade been ) that through his name beleeve in him, Als To. 
5,3. foravhat ſaich the Scripture? Abrabam be lreved God, and it 
Ws tunted 86 him for righteouſneſs 3 how to him that worketh is the 
* B 3 reward 
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worketh not, but beleeveth on bim that juſtifieth che ungodly, h 
ſaith is counted for righteon ſneſ:, for that was not written fer 
his ſake alone that it was impned to him; but for us alla 10 
whom ic ſhail be impuced, if we beleeve on him that raiſad ay Jia 
eur Lord from: the dead, Who Was delivered for eur rffences, and ra 
againe for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 3, 4, 5. 23, 24, 25+ Fer with th 
beart max beleeverb unto righteouſneſs, chap. 10. 10. Thereforeewn 
the ſinners of the Gentiles, which before followed not the; 
rigbteohſneſa, yet when the light of Gods teſtimony concetting 
Chriſt came to them, they falling down in the-acknowl 
of their own vileneſs as therein diſcevered,. and ſeeking ri 
neſs by faich.in Chriſt attained righteouſneſs; when Iſrarl which 
followed after the Law of Righteouſneſs yet attained it net; by- 
cauſe they ſonght is not by faich, but as ic were by the works of 
the Law, for they being ignorant of Gods Righteouſaeſs, and g- 
ing about to eſtabliſh their own, have not ſubmitted themſeln 
to the righteouſneſs of God, for Chrik is the end of — 
righteouſneſs to every one that be leeveth; for Adoſes 

the righteouſneſs which is of the Law, that the man which dad 


theſe things ſhall live by them, according to which rule thert ui 
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no man be juſtified-in the fight of God; for by the Law'ivihe ib 


knowledge of fin, yea it concludes under the Curſe, Eu u. 
that continurth uss in all that is written in the book of the Low to deci; 
Gal. 3. 10, 11, 12. ſo that whoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
yet offend in one point, Jam. 2.10, and there is not 8 juſt my 
upon earth that daeth good, and finncth not, Eecleſ. 7. 20, ye # 
many things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. But the righteouſneſs hic i 
ot faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in iby beart, who ſaal den 
into beaven, that is, to bring down from above, or who foel a1 
into the deep, that is, to bring up Chriſt again from the dead; it 
ſecs dot men a work to enquire how theſe things ſhall bes wrought 
for them ia Chriſt, or to faney, or ſeak for an accompliihment ui 
them over again in them. Bat what faith it, 7 be Ford i; nigh iba, 
even that preaching of peace by Feſus Cbriſ; declaring all this freely dont, 
and finiſhed for us by God in the Perſon of Chriſt, without 17 
thought, motiot, or deſire of aurs 3 This Word of Reconniliation vi 
„hte, in thy ii: ad in an beart eveg this word of faich which wi 
. | prese, 
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, declaring the ground of Faith prepared, and true in kim, 
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1nd thence inſtructing and perſwading to beleeve it. This in made 
nigh io choſe preachings of it vouchſafed, that by its one light 
and power it might beg acknowledged, and beleeved, that if ac- 

guat in this nigh coming of the Word, light and power comes 
wich it, inſtructing, moving, and firengthening the heart, theu ſbalt 
confels with thy mouth, and bele eve in thine heart, that God hath 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, for with the heart 
was belecveth unto righteouſneſs, &c. Rem. 9. 30-33. & 10. 
1+1% therefore alſo this Prophes Iſaiab interprets the true fol- 
haves 8fter righteouſneſs to bee they that ſeck the Lord, for righ- 
eoulgeſs, and ſtrength, that on the report of his righteouſneſs be» 
ingoear in Chriſt, in whom be hath cauſed his Judgement to reſt 


(axalight to the people, doe belecve that report, and entertaine 


{geen that his Law, or Doctrine, 1/ 51,1 - 7. & 45. 33 = 
35, & 13. 1. | $2244 
N that in ahe light and power of Gods teſtimony concer» 
ning Chriſt, in che opening of it to them, as therein it is made nigh 
tees Fall down in the fence and acknowledgement of their owne 
un not, and vileneſs, and the unprofitahleneſs of all their one 


nin i help them, and Geek righisouſneſs ip Chriſt, even by faith 


Ah in what hee hack done, and is become for finners, char 


the knowledge and faith of him they way bee ſqund in 
by decked with his Righteouſneſs, and not that of their own, 
dal. 3, 8. 9, 10. 1 Job. 5. 20. Theſe arg the righteous, and fo of 
therightreous Nation, that learneth and keepeth the truth as it is i 
hau; theſe are the righteons ſpoken of in this text, and therefore 
1 Becauſe herein they doe Rightecuſneſs, or Juſtice, they are 
dum or workers of good, Rem. 2. 10. Adi io. 35+ 43. 1 Fob. 2. 
18, 29. N Zo 6. 2 Joh. 9. Zo Fob. II. For, : . 
lo tbis they doe nothing in any light, wildome, or ſtrength of 
theirs a8 of them, in or by Which no man can underſtand the 
ching of the Spirit, or come to Chriſt, or doe good, but as know- 
lag dtn ſirength is to fic ſtill in this reſpect, letting their imagi- 
nadows fal, and every high thing that exalts it ſelf againſt the o- 
bedience of Chriſt; they by him do beleeve in Ged; they through 
Guce belgeve, and that not of themſelves, but of the Es 
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God, they come in his drawings; ſee light, not in tkelf own, but 


in his light, · belee ve in the evidence and demonſtration of his Spi. 
rit and by che power thereof coming along to them in his worgs, 
and wor ks, fo that their faith is of the operation ef God; who 
of the diſcovery of his owne good will in Chriſt, through the word 
of ttuth begets them; they are in this not their -owne, hut hi 
Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made to 
them Wiſdome, Righteouſneſs, SanRification, and Redemption, 
and ſo doe work the work of God, not only which kee requiregof 
them, but Which himſelf is working in them, 7b. 6. 29. for they are 
born to this beleeving on his name, not of bloud, nor of the will of 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God, Job. 1. 12, 13. 1 Job, 5. 1. 
Jan. 1. 18, 19. 1 Cor. 1. 29, 30. Eph. 2. 10. and yet this is graciouſly 
imputed, or counted to them for righteouſneſs, though it is the 
powerful operatien of the grace of God in them through ki 
name. As on the other hand, that which is in Scriptute called 
Unbelief, that is, to reject when men hear, is truly charged on 
men is their owne proper ſin, diſobedience, and unrighteduſueſ, 
even wilſully committed againſt the light and power of Sod 
grace bringing Salvation, for though men have neither light d 
underſtanding, nor freedome, or inclination of will in themſehn 
as of themſelves, yet while he is calling hee is certainly putting 
forth his hand, drawing with the cords of love, and the bandsof 
a man, the demonſtrations of his love, evidenced in the lifting ap 
the Son of Man, and lifting up the yoke of thrakdome on the qu. 
ſetting meat before them; fo that his goodneſs not only hath ten- 
dency, but ſutable operation in it. It doth: lead men to reper 
tance though they draw back, and harden their hearts again, fo 
that he that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man only, but God, who hath 
alſo given them of his holy Spirit to iaſtruct and reprove them; 
they harden the ir hearts againſt the word ſpoken in his. Spirit, in 
the light and power of that by his Prophets, Ia. 65. 1, 2, Hye 11: 
2-7. Rom. 2. 45+ Nebem. 9. 20. 26. Zach. 9.11, 12. 1 Th. 4.8 
and fo are fighters againſt God, cloſing their eyes, and Ropping 
their ears, and hardening their hearts when hee is opening, and 
working upon them, left they ſtiould be converted, and hee ſhould 
heal them, Mate 13. 15. | e x * ö L 
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2 They doe in this, beleeving on his name, doe nothing but 
what they have good reaſon and ſubſtantial ground for, in what 
be hath done, and is become for them, as declared in his teſti- 
mony, and what they are thence obliged to as their reaſonable 
ſervice, there being a righteous ground and foundation of faith 
prepared and laid for us in Chriſt, as declared in the Goſpel, 
whether men bele eve, and ſo come and be built upon it or no; for 
Cid bath made bim that knew uo ſin, to = for us, that wee might bee 
wade the rigbteonſneſs of God in bim. Whence alſo the Holy Ghoſt 
reproves the world of fin, becauſe they beleeve not on Chrift, and 
evidences it to be great unrighteouſneſs, from the conſideration of 
| what great things he bath done for them, as alſo from the faichful 
\ | evidences thereof to them, inſtructing and moving to it, as their 
, | reaſonable ſervice; fo that indeed they render him hatred for his 
; | love, nd evil for his goed will, and are without cauſe his ad- 
| | verlarier, yea againſt, and contrary to all right reaſon, or cauſe, 
1 | They wot regarding the work of the Lord, nor the operation of his bands, 
, | which was true in him for and towards them, that through him 
; | they might have beleeved, Job. 16. 8. 14. I Sam. 12. 24, 25. 
f Da. 68. 1821. 2 Corinth, 5. 1121. & 6. I, 2. Pſal. 28. 5. & 
11. 1 
os | . 3 This work of faith in Jeſus is a righteous work, directed in 
f | truth, as may be ſeen in every act or branch of this faith of the 
p | oprration of God, For, 
f I Such it is, as in which they acknowledge God to be ttue in 
» | fistellimony concerning Chriſt, which is the great things of his 
» | Law; aad in all the inſtructions and ſayings thereof, and therein 
þ | knowledge, and diſown themſelves, and all their own imagina- 
h | tions, and the traditions of men, as diſcovered, and detected in 
i; | {ht light of Gods teſtimony, to be vanity and lyes; he that hath 
in | "ceived his teſtimony, hath ſer co his Seal that God is true; 
u | Vhereas on the other hand, hee that beleeveth not God, hath 
$ vide him that is the God, & Fountain of all truth, a Lyar, becauſe be 
ing | . Ftleeveth net the record that God gave of his Son, even this record, that 
pd | . God bath given as eternal life in bis Son, ſo ns to bee received in 
ud | receiving him, in bis teſtimony, &Cc» Job. 3. 33. 1 Job. 5, 10» i2, 
; bat greater unrighteouſneſs than to make God a Lyar, and yet 
hey | hu (6 done by all, that when they hear, belceve not the record of 
C Go 


W 44 4 6 „ » SZ 


(10) | — 0 
God coricerning Chriſt ; but in the faith of Gods operation, God 
is acknowledged to be true, and every man a lyar; his Word re. 


ceived as his, and reverenced and preferred before all the Tradis 
tions or Preeepts of men, if never ſo many, and thoſe neyerſy 
learned, or holy. = 
2 Such it is, as in which they aſcribe righteoulheſs to their Ma- 
ker, and make their boaſt of his righteouſneſs, and of his only, 
Job 36. 2, 3. Pſol. 71.15, 16. As that in which Law is anſwered, 
Trath fulfilled, a Door of approach to God opened, and without 
Which they muſt have been for ever caſt out, as an uncleane thi 
ſo at in this: they acknowledge their owne finfulneſs, and vilench, 
as therein evidenced. They are the true confeſſors of fins, that doe 
inthe belief of thut teſtimony of God concerning Chriſt, ow 
them as theirs, according to the diſcoveries of the true Light, and 
ſo confeſs, and diſowne, and give them up as filthy, as thereby de- 
tected to he purged; and ſuch confeſſion and acknowledgement 
of our owne vileneſs is certaiuly included in this faith ef the operts 
tion of God; If 'a man with the heart beleeve Gods teſtimony 
concerning Chriſt, then doth he therein beleeve what it faith con» 
err ding himſelf, or concerning Sim or Righteouſneſs to bee true, 
and ſo beleeving,ownes its reproofs, whence the Apoſtle Fob faith, 
If we, any of thoſe great Apoſtles, and fo conſequently any belee- 
ver in this life, ſay, we have no fon, we deceive our ſelves, and the truth i 
not in us ; If We ſay that we have not ſinned, we make him a Lyar, and 
word not in %, 1 Joh. 1. 8. 10. If any object againſt the righe 
ouſneſs of this act of faith, That it is affirmed of Zacharias and El- 
abeth, that they were both righteous before God, walking in all the C. 
manuements of the Lord blameleſs, to this we anſwer ; This conifitt 
what we have already ſaid, for if they walked in all the Comman- 
demente of the Lord blameleſe, then they walked in this of cu. 
feſſing our fins; always acknowledging our owe vilenets, and 
-wretchedneſs. And truly this was contained in all thoſe Com- 
mandements, and Ordinances of the Law, under which he ſerved 


in the Prieſſs Office, for in thofe Sacrifices there was a remen- | 


branet agaire- of fins every year, Heb, 10; 3. yea the High Pr 
. himſelf. ought," at forthe people, ſo alto for himſelf to offt for 
figs, Heb. 5. 3. And now the perfect Sacrifice is offered, and. 
Porgation for all Sins Compleatly made in the vertue of the 
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Qoubtlels, in any thing wherem his heart is departing from his fe- 
| C 2 tuge, 
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of Chriſt, men are in the teſtimony of this Fo untainepened, dif- 
covered to be finners, and all their righteouſneſs as filthy raggs, 
andſo their owne vileneſs, and the need of coming to this Foun- 
rains for waſhing, always ſhewed in the opening of it; ſo that he 
that wil ks not in the confeſſion, or acknowledgement of his ſin- 
ſulne ſs, vileneſs, and wretchedneſs, as there difcovered, aſcribing 


nghteouſneſs only to his Maker; he doth not righteouſneſs, hee 


makes God a Lyar, the truta is not in him ; hee walks not blame- 
kſn;for by the deeds of the Law ſhall no man be juſtified as blame- 
ki in the ſigi of God, for all have finned, and are ſinners, have 
din in them, as well as Death upon them, while in this mortal bo- 
dy, tendring it vile and wretched, Pbil. 3. Iaſt. Rem. 7. 18 - 24. 
And for a finner to hide his fin is moſt worthy of blame; the juſt 
are hey that live by faith in the righteonſneſs of anuther, even © 
ſlur Chriſt, the juſt and righteows ohe. Behold, his Soul which is 
lifted up, is not upright in him, Galath. 3. 11,12. Row, 1. 16, 17. 
Hab. 2. 4. Hence the confeſſing of our fins anſwers to, and is put 
for che walking in the light, as he is in the light, 1 Job. 1. 7.9. and 
reaſon, for God is always in the dĩſcovery and demonſtrati- 
onof Chriſt the true light, diſcovering our ſinfulneſs, and vileneſe, 
that we may not truſt in our ſelves, but receive the ſentence of 
Death there, that we may learn in the beleife and mindfulneſs of 
is ceftimony concerning Chrift, to truſt in him that raiſeth the 
dead, So that if we bee walking in the light, beleeving and ac- 
kowledging Chriſt in his teſtimony, we muſt needs be found in 
the belee ving view, and remembrance of what he hath done, and 
become for us, and Gods glory in him confeſſing our fins; and 
fo he that is borne of God, that is led of the Spirit of God that al- 
ways leads into, and in Chriſt, for all righteouſneſs and life; 
tough he have (in in him (for which ſimply Gbd holds no man 
lader blame, or Condemnation by Chriſt-) yet ſo farce forth as ke 
b born of God, that is, as he abideth in Chriſt he ſinneth not, hee 
doch not commit or ſerve fin, no not in hiding his fins, which is 
the fut fepof making proviſion for it, which who ſo doth, ſhall 
not proſper ; truly he ſhould fin with a very high hand, even to the 
making God a Lyar,' if heſhould fay that hee had no fin in him, 
wartitig, and moveing for fervice, or that he had not ſinned; yea 


(12) | 
fuge, or his eye wandring into corners; the immortal Seed, the 
Word of God not retained in his heart, in beleeving mindfulne(, 


Sia gets the advantage of him, and his readineſs to halt appear, - 


and ſo in many things we offend all, and are therein of Satan, not of 
God, 1 ob. 3.5, 6, $- 10. Pſal. 38, 17, 18. Prove 28. 13, 14. Pu, 
19. 124 13. & 119. 8. 11. 133. 176. & 51. 17. | 

3 Such alſo is. this beleeviog with the heart, that God fath 
railed Chriſt from the Dead, that in it, the Lord himſelt becomg 
the Beleevers hope, his expectation of all further grace and gloy 
is in him, begot, and.ftrengthened from the infinite grace of God 
to manward, commende d in this, that while we were ſinners, and 
enemies, in due time Chriſt dyed for us, and the infinite vettue d 
His Bloud, in which the peace and attonement was made with 
God for us, while we were yet enemies; This grace in Chriſt be, 


leeved renders him precious, fills the heart with high eſteeme of 


the greatneſs, and truth of Gods love in him, and of the infinite 
and abiding vertue of his Bloud, and his fitneſs and fajchfulnel 
through. it, to perfect what concerns them. So that in this faith 
Gods operation, their expectation and hope is not grounded, 
either on a peremptory concluſien, that they cannot fall, or miſ- 
carry, or on their act of beleeviog, or faithfulneſs, and reſolutions 
of conſtancy, and abiding ; nor are they left to draw up theit con- 
ſolation, and hope, by way of Argument from their being (ach, ot 
In ſuch a ſtate, as to which ſuch Promiſes are made ; but the grace 
in Chriſt underſtood, and belecved, the heart being exerciſed in 
the hearty beleef and mindfulneſs of him; what ke hath done, and 
is become for ſinners, and his office, faithfulneſs, and readineh to 
help, teach, and draw them, and to accept all commers without up- 
braiding, and to give them through his name in the vertues, and 
openings of it, forgiveneſy of fins, and eternal life, in the know? 
ledge and faith of ir, and ficſt fruites of the Spirit now, and in 
the hope of the Harveſt in due time. I fay, the heart and mind.be- 
Ing execciſed in the hearty belief, and mindfulneſs of this grace in 
Chrift, and ſo ſlayed on his name, is not then leſt to refle& back 
into it ſelf, to draw up its conſolation, and hope, from its 
fach a beleever, but is filled with ſtrong conſo lation, and hope, 
through the grace underſtood and perceived in Chriſt; while the 


heart is only minding him that is the ground, and ohe 
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(13) 
of hope, the hope is begot, and ſtrengthened in a Divine and Spi- 
fu way, through the opening of that name, and thedding a- 
broad kis love in the heart therein; ſo that Jeſus Chriſt received 
by faith in his teſtimony, and not their receic of him, is unto 
them, and in their hearts the hope of glory, the ground and foun- 
dation of it, and he from whom viewed it ſprings, and in whom it 
i, And that after the ſame conſideration of him, as hee is in the 
Goſpel preached to every man; He that ſpared not bis owne Sonne, 
lu delivered bim up for us al, bow ſua he not with bim freely give us al 
things, See Rom. 5.5 10. & 8. 32. Col. 1. 26, 27. Gal. 2. 20, Job. 
6,51, And ſuch is the truth and excellency of this name of God 
in Chriſty that they that know it will cruſt in it, if any man what- 
ever did know, Own, liſten, and ſeek to its according to the diſco- 
veries of jt brought him, it would beget truſt, and hope, of which 
he ſhould not be aſhamed ; it quickens to new and living hope, 
through the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
Again, in this faith of the operation of God their expeRation 
i ſo in him, even of all things pertaining to liſe, and godlineſs to 
be now given, with him, nct without him, or in any other way; 
bu through the knowledge of him, whom he ſpared not, but de- 
livered ug for us all, that even that hope retained in them purifies 
their bearts from ways of iniquity, in which pre ſumptuouſſy 
growing careleſs, or wandering from him, they might miſcarry, 
und ſiyl of the grace: of God, ſo as they are inſtructed, and ad- 
moniſhed by it to give diligence, and attend always to read the 
riton of God, as written in the face of Chriſt, that ſo they may 
beſtrengthened to run, and kept through faith, to the Salvation 
ready to be revealed in the laſt time. Yea ſuch it is, as from the 
txcellency and grace in the ground of it, as alſo in the way in 
which it is to be met with, rather co bee choſen then any other 
Way, or rule, and the excellent glory of the end of it, as 
krengthens them to all patience and long ſuffering with joyful- 
neſs, and as thoſe that beleeve in him, and look for ſuch things, 
not to make haſt, to fancy an accompliſhment of the great things 
oped for in this day, or to bring about the accompliſhment: of 
Gods promiſes, he that beleeves makes not haſt ; Behold his ſoul, 
tut izlifted up, either above the reading of the Viſion of God in 
Chit in his teſtimony given, for guiding his feet in the way of 
C 3 peice, 
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peace, that be way ruñ with patience ebe race ſet before bim, as Heb. 13. 
1, 2. or to imagine and boaſt of an enjoyment of the Viſion, x; 
by ſeeing and poſſeſſing the great things, the glory inthe hope 
of which we are called by the Goſpel, or co put to his hand in 
ſtriving, and fighting for the haſting or bringing forth of God 
righteouſneſs in the things behind. His 1oul is pot upright in hin, 
but the jaſt ſoa live by ſaith. L 

In all which conſiderations it appears, they are in this bela. 
ving through his name, workers of righteouſneſs, doers of th 
truth, and therefore truly called, The rigbteow. As well as alſo; 

2 Becauſe they are herein juſtified in the fight of God, imputed, 
accounted, and accepted rigliteous in that perfect righteouſne 
Chriſt hath wrought, and is become for them with which faith 
cloſeth. By the deeds of the Law ſhall no man be juſtified in the fyht 
God; but now the righteouſneſs of God without the Law is ms 
nifeſted, being witneſſed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteouſneſs of God by faith of Jeius ; that is, by the Preaching, 
cr Doctrine of Jeſus: So now, manifeſted unto all, and upon il 
them that beleeve, unto all by way of redundancy, tender, and 
manifeſtation, but upon all that beleeve, even by way of impuui - 
on of it to them, and acceptation of them in it; ſo ip the ren 
Chapter, God is ſaid to impute righteouſneſs without works unts 
them, to accept their perſons into delightful favour, and fellow 
ſhip, by and in the vertue of that perfect righteouſneſs which thy 
have by faith accepted, and ſo they are made accepted in the heb 
ved; they are made, ox pronounced, and preſented good, jult, righ- 
tevus in the fight of God, being found in him; and ſo it is upot 
all chem that beleeve, for there is no difference, fer all bave fimel, 


and come ſhort of the glory of God, being juſtified freely by bis ru, 


through che redemption that in Jeſw. That ( verſ. 24.) anſwers, 
and ſhews the reaſon of both the former branches, ( viz. ) That 
righteouſneſs of Ged is unto all, and upon al them that beleeve, thong 
all bave ſinned, & c · and ſo is to be underſtood in a two · fold ſena 
1 The whole Nature is juſtified in the ſecond man Chriſt Jein 
that ſtood for all, to bear their ſins, in which all have already fi- 
ned, and with which the whole Nature is thence polluted, 
that he is juſtified for them from the fins imputed to him in bi 


Reſurrection, and thia is freely by his grace through the Rey 
tio 
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fon in Jeſus: 2. All that beleeve ts 
what he bath done, and is become 1 _ bearing 
Name beleeving on him, are in their arcict * o through his 
ſteely by his grace, through the — — _ w_— 
accepts them in his Son, and remembers not os „ in bim; God 
them their former wick«dnefs, or preſent : r _ impure to 
imputet h to them righteouſneſs wichoat 96s ty tableneſs, but 
15. 43- that ſaying, That in every Nation, be that * in Ads 10. 
wrketh rigbteouſneſt, is acetepted with bim verſ Lis — ny _ 
a fulfilled among thoſe where the Goſpel 4 is thus explicated, 
une, whoſoever beleevetb on him ſhal receive th es, That through bis 
rer{, 43. So Ar 13. 39. Zy bim all that beleev - bg, 1 of ſins, 
RN they could not be juſtified by the 2 —_ 
pe delivered from aner the condemnation h * bey 
in reel of the execution of it i A of ebe Wrath, which 
that m hearing beleeve pin of God, Ther . on 
18,36, He juſtifieth even the ungodly belecvir n 
w, and being found in the righteous ene, th Ng ang ſo coming 
Jr 10 might be more and more Bon hn Ireey 

of eternal life given us in Cbriſt, that ibrowgh the ri , 
Col, and our Savienr, they mi . owgh the righteouſneſs of 
dateef the Salons tn — 7 * pe " _ partakers of the inbe- 
i . 4-7: And fo, 24 25, 26. & 4. 354,5 
3 Therefore alſo are ſuch b : 
_ caſe —_ and — "of this 8 FAq 
iour, in which beleeving the d. i _ 
throuph the thowle 5 g they are accepted, is alſo, that 
law might be fulfi ge and faith thereof the righteouſneſs of the 
K be Law re — 3 — ye. at Aaron 5 — * 
asthe life and peace it was ordai wayne Fogg 
eee s ordained to, but could not give; 
1 Chriſt 3 * . 8 fruits of righteouſneſs 
Spirit, whoſe evidence and — = . 1 
eſlimony, bringing forth in the beleevin — * CO 
enn, entleneſs, geodneſs, faith 5 hives, oe, jey, peace, long 
that ate Garifs, have in 2 e[s, temperance =- And they 
the fleſh with the affeQions . 7 8 * 
un ſerve ſin, Rom. 6, Gal. 5. Th e 9 

Gal. 5. They belceving with che heart, 

| : that 


(16) 


and power of that beleeved, and bcleeved in, receive in a fi 
fruits of the Spirit, the end of their faith, even the ſalvation of their 
ſopls, for with the heart man beleeveth unto righteouſneſs in this 
ſence alſo; Giving all diligenee through 1he knowledge of bim, they 
adde to, or in, their faith vertue; bis goodneſſe, compaſſicns, bolineſe, 
c. as mani ſeſted in Chriſt, frames to ſome likeneſſe, or conformity 
to him, in lile love, boWels, mercies, belineſſe, & c. And ſo in ther 
vertue they adde, or proceed to further knowledge, taſtes, and prodf 
of his graciouſnefle, and therein temperance, and fo gudlinſ, 
brotherly- kindneſs, charity. Hence ic is the Apoſtles would have tbeſe 
things, namely, tbe Tighteonſneſſe of God, and eur Saviour, thu 
which they were made partakers of ſuch precious and operative faith, ti le 
always bad in remembrance, ſecing bereby they were ſaved, if they kejt i 
memory 1 Cor. 15. 1- 4+ 2 Pet. I. 1 12, &. ibis Word of faith, ud 
ſo this faith, that is of the operation of God is not without j 
'works, It works through love, as from the conſideration of ( 
love in-Chrifl, as the foundation and fountaine of it, whence i 
hatball its freſh Springs, ſo in a channel of love towards God and 
man, It favours therefore of ignorance of the rightcouſnels of 
God, and our Saviour, and of the preciouſneſſe of this faich ai 
Gods operation through ict, when any ſay to us, That ivis note- 
'nough for us with the heart to beleeve, and cloſe with Gods teſti 
mony concerning Chrift but we muſt alſo look for the workofthe 
Spirit inwardly, to quicken, fave, and ſanctifie us; ſuch laying 
leaſt ſigniſie, that the work of the Spirit for quickning, ſaving, ind 
ſanctifying the ſoul, is another thing beſides, and divided-fromhi 
teſtimony, and not certainly met with in this way of beleering, 
and having the heart and minde exerciſed and ſtayed on that nam, 
and grace of his beleeved, ſo that a man way with bis heart be. 
leeve, and confeſſe, that God hath raiſed Chriſt from the dead, wd 
yer not therein experiment the quĩckning and ſaving work of the 
Spirit; contrary to Rom. 10. 9, 10. I Cor. 15, and ſo doe inde 
lead beleevers, having begun in the Spirit, to ſcek to bee made pt 
fe by the fleſh. True it is, a man may ſay he hath faith, wken 5c 
bis faith bath no works, nor ſpirit left in it, only an empty ad 
Idle opinionating. ſuch a thing, or profeſſing to beleeve it 


grace 


that God hath raiſed Chriſt from the dead, doe through the guet 


true, without any hearty mindfulneſſe of the importance, & 
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ace of the truth he pretends to eleeve. And of ſuch a faith ame- 
b ca it (ave? faith if it have no works is dead;a ſpiritleſſe, and un- 

ble thing being alone, yea, even that faith is ſignified by him, 
tobe nothing elſe but a dead Carcafle, pretence, outſide proſeſſion, 
ot ew of that which indeed is not, or not with the heart, not 
lepe in beleeving remembrance and mindfulnefle, for even there he 
epifies, that if it were unfeigned, or with the heart, according to 
the diſcoveries given, le ſſe or more, it would work favingly, like 

i the ame Propoſitions beleeved to be true by the Devils, works 
horror, becauſe they ſpeak ns much againſt them, as they doe for 
nan; even ſo man, any of mankind beleeving with the heart, 7: 
would be unto righteouſneſſe, Let God bee true, and every man 4 
ha; if any ſay, hee ftedfaſtly, and with his heart beleeves the 
ruth, and greatneſſe of Gods love to manward, as manifeſted in 
Chrifh and yet perceives no ſuch preciouſnefle in Chriſt, and his 
ſtimony, as to move him according to his meaſure, to count all 
25 hoſſe for the exte feucy of the knowledge of Jeſus Cbriſt; but 

liſters to, and admires the pretended excellencies of other 
its, that litt not up the Son of Man according to the Apoſtles 

Dotrine, but privily Come other thing, or work in his ſtead, or 

and cleaves to the things of this preſent world, nor is 
moved wich like love and compaſſion towards men from the grace 
inChriſt beleeved,nor united in heart with them that fear his Name, 
wd call upon him in truth, to know and own them as brethren, and 
fiivetogether with them for the faith of the Goſpel, but hath 
leſt his faſt Love, or elſe hath not yet ſo received the love of the 
toth as to ſave him; let us not acknowledge his ſayings to bee 
te, that he doth ſo unfeignedly beleeve the truth as ĩt is in -Jeſus, 
forſo we ſhall render God a Lyar, and his Word without effect: 
bat let God be tyue, awd every man a Lyar, for that grace of God that 
h ſalvation to all men, teacheth us, That denying ungedlinefſe 
ed worldly luſts, we ſhowtd live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this pre- 
jon world, looking for that bleſſed bope, and leh appearing of the migb= 
5 Ov, and our Saviour. SR. 
L none of us therefore be moved to mean thoughts of the effi- 
faCyof the word of faith, becauſe we, or others prove it not, 
While we think and ſay we beleeve, that thence we ſhould ſight 
uw vain, and run to ſome he way to wait for the Spirit, — | 
Ban Or 
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for perfectiag what was betzun by the Spirit in the: bearing of 
faith ; but let us judge our (elves of wavering, unconſtancy, 
double- mindednefſe, and of negle& of chat fo great Salvation, 
and having itching cars after ſomething ſutable to our divers lufts, 
and let us ſuffer our hearts by the grace of God, while yet adm. 
niſhipg and ſirĩving with us, to be more fixed truſting in the Lord, 
without guile or waveringneſſe, ſeeking righteouſneſſe in Je 
through the knowledge and faith of him, through which be give 
all things pertaining to life and godlineſſe, Let ws give nue carne 
beed to the things we bave heard, in the word of the truth of the Gil 
leaſt at any time we let them flip. Conſider th at love of God to may 
ward appearing in and through Chriſt ſaved the Apoſtles, and ſo, 
and therein they had the waſhing of regeneration; and the reney- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt ſhed on them abundantly through Jo 
Chriſt, and that Goſpel of Chriſt is the power of God to ſalmi- 
on to every one that beleeveth, for therein is the righteouſneſſe of 
God revealed from faith to faich, as it is writter, The juft g 
lsve by faith, x | | 8 
And to this anſwers the other deſcriptions of the righteous ones 
in this text; They are merciful men, or men of kindneſſe, ox poi. 
lineſſe. Men filled and ſeaſoned, with the apprebenſion and per 
ſwaſioa of the mercies, compaſſions, and kindneſſe of Gad to ſu- 
ners, to the unkind, and evil, and of that as diſcovered in the fac 
of Chriſt, where he is to be truly known and wor ſhipped. And 
fo of his good will in Chriſt, begotten through che word of trath, 
to their faith and hope in him, and joy in hape of the glory to bee 
revealed, and patience in tribulations, and thence moved and fi 
led with bowels and mercies, compaſſions; and kindnefle, anſwe 
rable to that they beleeve, and perceive to be in God towards o- 
thers, even towards all in blindneſſe and diſtreſſe, yen to the ut 
kind and evil, the love of Chriſt conſtraining them, to a 
them to be reconc led to God in Chriſt, and to ſeek: i heir good 
by all means. withifMheir capacity, and with all e | 
knowing alſo the terrour of the Lord; becauſe they thus judge, 
Thai if ene dyed fer all, then were off dead, and thar be dyed for al, la 


| dbey which live ſbould not bemcefortb live io themſelves, but to him ie 


Sed for them, . air; yes hence alſo chey are filed with ae 
bghcful love of, and de of llowſbip with thoſe charcall ot 
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name of the Lord ont of a pure heart, and with bowels of mer- 
cie, humbleneſſe of mind, meckneſle, and goodnefſcone towards 
another, and cowards all men, anſwerable to the kindneſſe and 
mercies of God in Chrift. 
And fo, if we read it, men of | it will come to the 
ſame, for they are the right and true worſhippers of God, who 
worſhip the Father in ſpirit and truth, and ſuch the Father ſeeks to 
worſbip him; they worſhip, adore, honour, magnike, beleeve, and 
truſt in him, in the Spirit, that is, in the light and power of, and 
according to the teſtimony of Jeſus, and of Gods glory, as ſhined 


in his face; which teſtimony the Holy Ghoſt hath given, and in it, 


his evidence, and demonſtration of Chriſt, and of the Father, it. 
Andtherefore when we are called upon to godlineſſe, or to wor- 
ſhip God that teftimony of Jeſus is ſaid to be the ſpirit of Pro- 
in, and according to Which we are to worſhip, Rev. 19. 10. 
and ſo they in that light and ſtrength of the Spirit have their re- 
pyeing in Chriſt Jeſus L The trutb] And bave mo Confidence in the 
0b, Joh. 4. 23, 44. & 5. 23, 24. Phil. 3. 3. and in this true wor- 
ſhip and fear of the Lord, they are made partakers of the Divine 
Nature, io intereſt in it, union, or fellowſhip with it, conforming 
tit, ſo as by Chriſt through faith, ſo as thereby they goe on pur- 
ing themſelves from all filthineſſe of fleſh, and ſpirit, perfe- 
e in the fear of the Lord, 2 Corimb. 6. 16-18. & 7. 1. 
tying their hearts through beleef of the truth, and retaining 
— it in them to unfeigned love of the brethren, and t o 
more freedome from the intanglements, and cares of this world, 
13 theſe that are preſſing after the mark of the price of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which pure religion, and un- 
&filed, brings forth its fruit, in their viſiting the Sick, the Wid- 
om, and fatherlefle in their affliction, and keeping themſelves 
wipotted in the world; ſo as they walking in the Spirit (though 
they have fleſh warring in them) are by the light and power of 
theSpirit in the teſtimopy of Jeſas, kept From fulfilling che luſts 
aide fleſh, and fo preſerved blameleſſe unto the day of Chriſt , 
Las. d. & 8. 1-13. Gal. 5. 
And to this agrees that two - fold deſcription of the Perſons that 


Gallacendinto the bill of the Lord, and ſtand in his holy place, 
Mal zg. 33 45 6. The fir is, He that batb clean bands, and 4 pre 


29 hears, 
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beart, than batb not lift ap bis ſoul to vanity, nor ſworn deceitful, for 


though there is none righteow, no not ane, but 4 bave finned, and are 


wholly po lured, and unclean, yet this truth remains for ever, Wha 


holineſs us man ſball ſee the Lord; ſo that if chere be not ſome way in 
which men may be made again the righteouſneſs of God, 2 
made partaker of his holineſs, they muſt all bee ſhut out for erg 
from God, under the curſe of the Law; but Ged hath made hi S 
that knew us ſin, to be ſin for u, that we might be made 1he righteeuſneſ 
of God in bim; and according to that rule the ſixth verſe of that 
Pſalme gives us the next, and fundamental deſcription of the ſub- 
jects of the glorious priviledge fore- mentioned, or rather the de. 
ſcription of thoſe Perſons, in whom the truth of the former de: 
{ſcription is found, and fo an anſwer to the queſtion, Vis art tht 
righteous ? This i the generation of thems that [eek bim, that ſeek thy for 
O Jacob, or, O God of Faceb ; that ſeek the Lord for righteouſ. 
neſſe and ſtrength, that through his Name beleeving in him, ſee 
righteouſneſſe by faith in Jeſus, as 4. 55. 3, 4, 57 6. & 45. 23» 24, 
25. Rom, 9. 30. and as before is ſhewed by the Scriptures, 0z 
tbem comes that bleſſedneſſs of Gods not imputing former iniquites, but 
imputing righteonſneſſe without works, Row. 3.25, 26. & 4.36, yn 
they throngh the underſtanding and faith of Jeſus, have their hearts 
ſprinkled from gn evil Conſcience, and their whole man in all 
their aRings, and converſation, therein continually waſhed with 
that pure water of the love of God, through the blond of Chi 
ſhed abroad in their heart, Heb. 10. 19+ 22. 1 Pet. 1. 18 · 22, 
that in the iſſue they may be preſented without ſpot, or wrinckle, 
or any ſuch thing, Epbeſ. 5. 26, 27. Cel. I. 21, 22, 23. 

And truly this large deſcription, and explication of the rigbte- 
ous, and merciful men, or men of kindneſs, and godlineſs, 2 
us a true character of him, whoſe being taken from us, oce 
this Diſcourſe. 2 

We come in che next place to conſider. | | 

2 In what ſence they may be ſaid to periſh, and when they ſo 
doe. Here give me leave for our infirution and encouragement, 
Firſt, zo propound to conſideration, in what ſebce they periſh not; 
in reſpect of themſelves, or as with reference to their hope to- 
wards God; They periſh not, they for their parts are not driven « 
Wo, or cut off from God, or from their bope in death; the wicheg ar 
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i his fins, even in his ſtubborn refaſall of him that came to fave 
tim from his fias,and ſo out of Chriſt, he is therein driven away in 
vis wickedneſs,cut off, and ſhut out from God, and from the hope 
of a better life, and from all opportunities of ever being made 

reaker of that hope; doth not their excellency which is in them, 


gen their hope goe away, and periſh with them? They dye with» 


out wiſdome 3 But the righteous bath hops in bis death z hee retaines, 
or holds his hoꝑe and joy even in death, yea then goes to a 
mote full enjoyment of it, Prov. 14. 32. Whence our Saviour faith, 
If «man keep my ſayings, be ſhall never ſee death ; hee ſhall never dye, 
"the full, and proper ſence of the word, he ſhall not in, or by 
death be ſeparated, or cut off from God, or from his hope and 
portion in him, Fob. 8. 5 1. & 1 1. 26. but from thenceforth ſhall be 
more eſpecially blefſed in, and with his preſence, and with more 
immediate, and uninterrupted fellowſhip with him in ſpirit, even 
while out of the body, and while that ſleeps in the duſt z whence 
the Apoſtle defired, in reſpect of himſelf, much rather to 
epa out of the body, out of the fleſh, that he might enjoy that 
more immediate, and free preſence of, & fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
which to him would be farre better, 2 Cor. 5. 1 6- 8. Phil. 1. 20, 
23, neither are their bodies though reſting in Death, and ſo ſleep- 
ing in the duſt of the earth, loſt, cut off, or periſhed, as indeed 
they ſhould be if there were no Reſurrection of the Dead, as the 
Apoſtle reaſons, 1 Cor. 15. 18, &c. 5 
I Chriſt be not raiſed, and ſo, If the dead riſe not, then thoſe which 
are fallen aſl:ep in Chriſt are periſhed; If in this life only we bud bope in 
Cirift, we were of al men moſt miſerable; then indeed there had 
been ſome ground for, and truth in their ſaying, Exek. 37. 11. Be- 
hilar bones are dryed, our hope is loſt, and we are cut off for our parts; 
fir even thoſe that baving ſeen thoſe great and precious promiſes afarre off, 
which were before confirmed of God in Chriſt, and were perſwaded of 
them: and embraced them, yet dyed, not baving received them, But what 
lich the anſwer of God to them, verſ. 12. Behold O my people, I 
wil en your Graves, and cauſe you to come up out of your Graves, and 
bung) n into the Land of 1ſrael, & r. And now alſo for the confic- 
Tatien of our faith, the ground of it is actually come forth and 
maniſeſted, Cbrif7 is riſen fromthe dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
them that lep, for ſence by man, _ by the offence and diſobedience 
3 of 
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of one min, fv, and ſo death by fin, the firſt death reigned oy vf 
men, and ſo it is appointed to abe whole kind ence to dye, chough all hall 
not {leep, or reſt in death, ſome of this Body of righteous oner, 
ſhall ſucvivg at the Perſonal appearance of Chriſt in his glory, ud 
they (hall immediately, and on a ſudden bee changed, and piſſ 
through death, yet ſo as therein they ſhall dye, thongh not {lee 
or reſt in death z Death is paſſed on all in the ordinance and ij 
pointment of God, by reaſon of the Sin entring by one mu, wn 
fo by man ( viz, ) by the obedience and righteouſneſs of one man, 
Jeſus Chriſt, in which the tranſgreſſion of the firſt one man, in 
which all have finned, and the (in and ſinſulneſs thence entring in» 
to, and over · ſpreading the whole Nature, is ſo finiſhed, and md 
an end of in the Couct of Heaven, or purged, and put away fog 
before the Father, that no man ſhall eternally periſh, or bee ſep 
rated from God in it; nor are they left under the power of i 
Judgement of Baniſhment, the curſe of the Law; but wed 
ment committed to the Song and he impowred to execute Jud 
ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man; by him is the A ſſaraag 
certainty ot the Reſurrection of the dead, For in Adam ly, 
even in the influence & demeriĩt, as the fruit of his tranſgreſſionua 


lo in Chr iſt, in the merit, influence and vertue, and as the freit of by 


Righteouſneſs ſhall all be made alive; raiſed out of the firſt Death 
that they may all appear before his Judgement Sear, to be] 
according to the rule of his Goſpel ; all ſhall bee raiſed by him, 
but every man in his own order, Chrift the firſt fruits being al- 
ready raiſed from the dead, afterwards, namely, immediatedyK 
the time of his ſecond Perſonal coming, thoſe that are his peer 
liar ones, the tighteous Nation that keepeth the truth, thoſe # 
whoſe heart the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſys from the-dea 
in that evidence, and demonſtration. of him in his teſtimony') 
wells, to the quickning their ſpixits now, or making them 
live to God, while yet the body is dead becauſe of fin, ſhall tha 
have their mortal bodies quickned, even raiſed from the dead dy 
the ſame ſpiric that now dwells in them; and ſhall then, in «hel 
ſouls, and bodies rennited in that bleſſed and glorious Refurreddi 
on of the Juft, enter together with him into the everlaſting 
ſeſſion of the joy and glory of their Lord. And this is that which 
Is called, The firſt Reſarrection, Nev. 20, 45 6. 1 Theſſ. 4. 16. — 
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«ft of the Dead, Job1in that Viſion of things to come, ſaw, lived 
goeopain till che thouland years of Chriſts Perſonal Reign on 
anb, wich the children of che firft Reſurrection were finiſhed. 
in which time there ſhall be new Heaven, and new Earth, and 
he new Jeruſalem come down trom God out of Heaven, and all 
things made news and a perfectly righteous and glorious Kingdome 
ind Government, Revel, 21. 1 - 7. Iſa. 65. I6 - I9. & 66. 22. & 
u. K 32. 1 J. Pſat. 72. And the Lord ſhall be one, and bis name one 
throughout al the eareb, Zach. 14.9. And the knowledge of the Lord 

ever the car th, as the waters cever the Seay Hab. 2. 14 · And there 
{hall de gteat and wonderful Converſions, and daily flocking in 
with joy, as Doves to their windows, to the Name of the Lord in 

of the Nations ot them that are ſaved from the former 

klolning Judgements and Conſumptions, among which alſo the 
natural IMraelites them ſurviving ſh3]] be chief, to fill the face of the 
world with fruit againe, and to be Subjects of this glorious King- 
lune ( for all che children of the firſt Reſurrection of Jews and 
Gettiles (hall be Reigners) And to walk in the light of the new 
JuaGlem, They ſhall flew te getber to the name of the Lord in Sion, Iſa. a. 
Mich.4, IIa. 9. 4, 5, 6. & 24. 13, 14. & 66. 19. &c. Zach, 2. 11. , 
48,23. & 16. Rev. 21. 24. Plal. 103, ard though there ſhall bes 
w more Death, nor fruits of Sin in tbe New Jeruſalem, or upon 
the Children of the Reſurr: Rion, Revel. 21.3, 4. no nor Night, 
uur need of the Sun or M on to that City, when yet the glory and 
deighineſs of them ( in that reſtitution of all things) ſhall be fe- 
vn feld to what it is, and ſo uſeful in and to all the world be- 
ſides, the ſubjects of this glorious Kingdome, Iſa. 30. 26. & 60. 
dc. Rev. 31. 22, 23, 25. Neither (hall there be any more wars, 


* 
E 


5SS895S23Es 


vw 
= * 


SIE 


* &S 


1 

ad, | «mult; among the Nations one againſt another in the time of 

9) | glorious Kingdom, Jſa. a. 4. nor (hell there be that heavie Bon- 

as | of corruption remaining on the Creature, or enmity- be- 

hen dene them chat is now, Iſa. 1 1. Rom. 8. 19. 25. 44,3. 20, 21. A 


| by Þ fo none of tote poyſonous InfeRions, or unnatural Diſeaſes, 
ie | *witimely Deachs, that now are common to man, ſhall be then 
Ri, | ©OMmonto any, or accidentally, or caſually befall them; yet as 
pol Gere ſhall be extraordinary and immediate Judgements from God 
ich | Seo falling on thoſe Nations, Families, and Perſons that will nos 
the 


Wlantarily ſerve under this Government, and comeup to wonklp 
the 
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muff once dye, amongſt which ſome will bee found even thendyigg 


„ 24) 
the Name of the Lord ia Jeruſalem, even to the cutting them 
off, Iſa. 60. 12. Zach. 14. 16 · 19. even ſo there may, yea then 
muſt needs bee ſome. remainders of mortality, and the Natun 
death generally on the people, the Subject: of t his glorious Kj 
dome, the people that thall then be left of the Nationg, ind that 
ſhall then be created or born to praife the Lord, who yet have not 
paſſed through that change, According to Gods appointment, 4[ 


in their fins, not coming up to worſhjp:the Lord, and his Name 
in Sion at Jenſalem ( in Chriſt, and the children of the Reſuxredis 
on) as proelaimed and ſhining forth from that great City, that ſbal 
be the glory of all Lands; and others dying in the Lord (481 
65. 16, 17 - 20. of which happily ſome may immediately be chan: 
ed, and faſbjoned into the likeneſſe of his glorious Body ; by 
ome even of them ſhall ſtay, or reſt in death until that great u 
general Reſurrection that ſhall be after the finiſhing of that tho 
ſand years, for in that Reſurrection it is evidently, ſignified, thit 
there ſhall be ſome found written in the Book of Life, Revel ] 
12-15. and they muſt needs be of them that lived, and dyed inch 
time of that thouſand years, or Were immediately changedinihe 
finiſhing of the ſame; for all. that ſlept in Chriſt before chat 
Chriſts appearing in his glory, and the ſurviyers of that body be 
were brought together with him, to the inhericing &re igning in tha 
glotious Kingdome,. Then efter that cometh ebe end, When he ſlall lan 
delivered upube Kingdome to God, even the Father, when he (ball bene u 
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dewn al rule, and all autbority, and power, fer be muſt rgign in this Meda - 1,6 
torial; and Dayidical Kingdom, til be bave put hi enemies mn A 
his feet, the laſt enemy thas ſhall be deffyozed & Death, which though | 460 


prieltly deſtroyed in the children of che firſt Reſurrection, in ts Þ fee 
eginning of.chat-glorious day, even immediately In bis deſcen, | ted 
ding, or coming dn from Heaven, yet not wholly deſtroyed gedo 
fom being anenemy, while-it holds the wicked from their en: ag 
laſting puniſhment, and vengeance, in which Ged ſhall be gloth I tn ch. 
fied; and the righceous ſhall glory for ever; and white alſo it de I 105 b 
rains ſome of thoſe worſhippers, of him, whoſe names (s ſuch.) Judg 
are written in the Book of Life ſrom the foundation of the marld; Dea 
even ſuch of them as dyed in that time of his reign on the eu, J Gion. 
fromthe poſſeſſion of theixutmaſt happineſſe. * 1 1 


(25) 

- Therefore if the conclaſion of that day of his Reign, or of that 
manner of Adminiſtration of the Kingdome (for the Kingdome, 
and the glory of it is everlaſting, and never ſhall have end) all the 
teſk of the dead, ſmall and great ſhall be raiſed by him out of their 
Graves, and from the diſappearing Rate of Death, and ſhall appear 
deore his Judgement Seat. This is the ſecond, and laſt Reſurre- 
(tion, Revel. 20. 
So that there ſhall be a general Reſurrection of the juſt, and un- 
jut, which in both parts our Saviour diſtinguiſheth from that 
firſt fruites of quickning of the ſpirit, from that death in fins and 
neſpaſſes, which is now effected by the light and power of the 
Goſpel in them that in hearing hear, of which work of Spiritual 
quickning now, having ſpoken in Fob. 5. 25. hee adds verf. 28. 
vel not at this (as who ſhould ſay, that which I ſhall now tell 
Jon af is not only another, but a greater work, and fo a greater 
ud more glorious evidence of the vertue and power of the voyce 
. ofthe Son of Man) for the hour is coming ( he faith not and now is, 
uoſ the former work, verſ. 25. in which leaving out that Clauſe 
hae; having added it to the former, he fully ſignifies that it is not 
gon; and yet here he ſpeaks of the whole and general Refarre- 
Aion of the Dead in both the parts, firfland ſecond ) in which, al 
zj oe in the Graves (or in the diſappearing ſtate of death ) foaft 
lun the vnyee of tbe Son of Man (in an immediate, wonderful, and 
aighty putting forth of it) and ſball come forth, they that bave done 
boeh to the reſurrection of life, and they that have done evil, 10 the reſur 
rictun of Damnation. | 
And of this Reſurre&ion in both parts ( and at both times as in 
the other Scriptures ) Chriſt is in the Name of the Father the only 
foundation, and Author, even as the Son of Man; for had he not 
dyed, roſe, and revived for them all, and therein by himſelf pur- 
gedour fin: in which we had all ſinned, and were become ſinful; 
ad dead, he could not have been our Lord, and Judge, according 
4, to the rule of the Goſpel,” Rom. 14. 9. Fob. 5, 32 - 29. nor could 
90 any kave been raiſed from the firſt Death, and brought before bis 
KF Judgement Seat by him, if he ha not by the grace of God taſted 

exth for them. Therefore with refpe& to that general Reſurre- 
lan at the laſt Day, confefled by Martha, Joh. 11. our Saviour 
ith, Jan the reſurrection, verl.. - 5+ The Foundationand — 

that 


E ²⁵˙¹m] - ̃ : „. 


(26) 
that general Reſurrection in the laſt day, both of juſt and unf 
and io he is che life from the dead, ther eternal life which wa 
with the Father for men, and is now manifeſted, that it may bot 
known and enjoyed; he is the Author, Fountain, and in a ſenes, 
the matter of it, as delivered to Death for our offences, and raifed 
again for our Juſtification ; therefore, ſyboſoe ver belreveth in him 
tbougb be were dead, yea though they dye in common with 
yet [doll be live, and be that liveth and beleeverb on bim ſhall never he 
(as before ſaid, in the full and proper ſence of the word) the 
Death being aboliſhed, and they by him delivered from tha 
wrath, which in reſpect of the execution of it, is yet to come on 
them that know not God, nor obey to his Goſpel ; they are not 
cut off from him, ox from their hope in death, as others are, yea he 
being the Reſurrection, they his peculiar Freaſure, muſt net 
havo the firflneſſe, and bleſſedneſs of that, yea they in having hin 
by faich in his name ( Job. 1. 12. Epbeſe 3. 17. I Job. 5.10+ 13 
13.) have part in the fitſi reſurrection in the knowledge, faith 
and hope of it in him ; and the rightcouſnefle of God, and or 
Saviour, is ingaged for the making them partakers of it actuulhj in 
themſelves, in the accompliſhing it upon them together in hi 
time, for which they are all waiters till that Perſonal _ 
of the Lord in his glery, which hee now: being raiſed from the 
dead actually poſſeſſeth, and holdeth for them in Heaven with the 
Father, and ſo ĩs to, and in them, by faith, the hope of it; which 
hope they having in him, it makes them confident; and putent 
in waiting for the enjoyment of it, Rom. 8. 23, 24, 25. 2 Em 4 
13. & 5. 1. 6,7. Heb. 6. 19, 20. i 
So that they periſh not, nor are at all cut off from their bleſſa- 
neſſe by death, but from henceforth more blefled, and ſealed upto 
the fall enjoyment of: that bleſſedneſſe, and holineſſe with hm 
forever, even the perfc& blotting out, and delivering them from 
all their tranſgreſſions, and the fruits of them, and the making 
them perſectiy like him in holineffe, and glory in ſoul and bo 
for ever, in that time and ſtate of the firſt reſurreRion, in W 
they ſhall be perfectly delivered from the firft Death, to the ful 
edjoyment aud poſſcffion of everlaſting life; in the knowledge, 
faith, and hope af which, their ſpirits now are made alive, i 
part quickned from that Death in fins and treſpaſſes ( mig 
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bat ã part of chat firſt Death that paſſed on all men at firſt by Sin , 
while yet their bodies are dead becauſe of fin, which alſo in that 
dey of Chriſt (hall be raiſed ap together by him, and the ſecond 
Death ſhall have no power on them; his ceſtimony having been 


þeleeved by them in their day, and through it they being found in 


bim, ſhallmotbe found naked tothe ſecond Death, and if not to 
tnt, then to no following death or miſery for ever; for ws read, 


ochear of no third Death, unleſs in fome unlearned diſtinctions, 


mot found or known in the Scriptures, which diftinRions doe ren- 
der ie Natural and Bodily death, in which it is appointed to 
men once to dye, to be the ſecond Death, whereas indeed it is but 
the figiſhing of the firſt Death on the Body, or its full ſeizure on 
it, and that which the Holy Ghoſt calls the Second Death, they 
call the Third; in which rendering the Natural Death of the bo- 
dy to be the Second Death. They intimately deny. the Reſurre- 
ton of the body from that Death; for Scripture infotmerh us, 
that aur of #he Second Death there is no reſurrection or redemption, and 
e herein render that which they call the third Death, to have 
do terrour, torment, or puniſhment in ĩt to be fe, and ſuſtained 
bythe body ( for that can be capable of no ſuch thing if it never 
be raiſed ) but at moſt by the Spirit only, wichout the Body, in 
which the evil deeds were done; and ſo this diſtinction renders 
that which Scripture knows by no other name but The Second 
Dea ( though by them called the Third) to be much eaſier than 
the Firſt, for that did ſeize, not on the ſpirit or foul only, but on 
the body alſo. But the Scriprare every where repreſents it infinite- 
ly worſe, and more dreadfal in every conſideration, and to be ſuf- 
fered for ever in ſoul and body together, when the body ſhall bee 
niſed from the firſt death in that reſurrection of Damnation, in 
which it ſhall be rendered capable of ſuffering everlaſting and un- 
ſpeakable vengeance and torment, according to the infinite grace 
wy abuſed by them, for according to his fear, or grace, and name 
inChiit, that he might be feared by men now, ſuch his wrath 
adrerrour then againſt his enemies, Pſal. 90.11. 2 Cor, 5. 10, 11. 
1415. 20, 21. Heb, 2. 1 4+ and who then can comprehend the 


greatneſs and power of it, when though they ſhall ſuffer the ut 

moſthortour; anguiſh, and corment that an utter ſeparation fro: 

God, and writh deſerved; by Wr under foot his Son, coul 
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(28) 
ing his Bloud an ubholy thing, and in all this, offering deſpite to 
his Spirit, being poured out to the utmoſt, may occaſion to them, 
yet nothing ſhall make either ſoul or body ceaſe to be, or be > 
rated any more as they were in the firſt Death, that there ſhould e- 
ver be any releaſe, abatement, or intermiſſion in the whole, or in 
part, of that weeping, wayling,and gnaſhing of teeth world with. 
out end; yea their worm dyeth not, and their fire is not quench- 
ed, nor is there any darkneſs, or ſhadow of death, in which the 
workers of iniquity may hide themſelves. O then it will appear, 
that Bliſſed are all they that truſt in bim; yea therefore from hence. 
forth, Bleſſed are the dead which dye in tbe Z:rd, they having part in 
one firſt Reſurrection, this ſecond Death ſhall have no power on 
em. 1 
On the other hand, they that in death, which terminates th 
gathering time and ſpace of repentance) are found out ofthe 
Lord, dying in their fins, they are then, and thence for ever blots 
ted ont of the Book of Life, cut off from all hopes of ever at. 
taining, or having part in the firſt Reſurrection; though they 
{hall be all of them raiſed, and made alive from the firſt death, and 
then, and therein brought to the clear ſight, and acknowledge- 
ment of the truth of the grace of God in the Lordſhip of Cheiltz 
throngh his death, ſometimes, and while it was due time: brings 
ing Salvation to them; thas which here they wilfully rejected 
when light came to them, and which if it had been now received 
in its own light and power bringing Salvation, would have been 
to their everlaſting comfort, in the quickning them to a new ani 
living hope through the reſurre ction of Chriſt ; they. ſhall then 
confeſs to the glory of God, and clearing his Juſtice, in jacgng 
them for ever according to the rule of his Goſpel to a ſecond an 
never dying death, infinitely worſe than the firſt, and in ſealing 
them up in Priſon from the time of their filling up the meaſure of 
their ſin of chat nature, which is at the utmoſt, at the time of the 
end of their Natural life, when he hath done ſtriving with them, 
and waiting to begracious, I fay, in his ſealing them up in priſon 
from ſuch time to that dreadful Judgement, IIa. 45+ 23, bil. 2. 
10, 11. Rom. 3. 4. % % 
From which time they are ſhut up under the ſentence and con- 
demnation of that ſecond Death, and ſo in reſpe& of their — 
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(29) 
ad condition, are from thence Trees twice dead, pluckt up by the 
ou, 7 the wrath, in reſpeR of the full and moſt dreadful 
execation-of it, on ſoul and body for ever, is yet to come, ſo that 
in death they periſh for ever from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from his favour, in which is life; the wicked is driven away in his 
wickeJneſs, but the righteons hath hope in his death. 


Fo then, they that are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are not periſhed, or 


tt off for their parts, no not from their union with Chriſt, by 
ſertue of which, even their bodies that ſleep in the duſt ſhall bee 
fe raiſed even to the reſurrection of life, yea they are from hence- 


ſorth and more then ever bleſſed, the day of their death infinitely 


hetter to them, than the day that they were born. We come next 
conſider, in what ſence ſuch perſons may be ſaid co periſh, and 
when they ſo doe; and this we {hall finde explicated co us in the 
other expreſſions of this chaſtiſement in this verſe, as compared 
with other Scriptures, they are ſaid to periſh from the earth, to 
caſe, and fail from among men that yet ſurvive, when by Death 
they are taken away from them, they having no more a portion 
in iay thing done under the Sun, nor capacity of being helpful 
tothe ſurvivers in any knowledge, wiſdome, or work, for in death 
thereis no remembrance or commemoration of him among the 
lurvivers ;, in the Grave who ſhall give him thanks, or praiſe him 
toothers, yet living, or ſhew forth their hoping in his trath;T be 
loving, the living be ſhall praiſe thee ( ſaith Hezekiab ) as I doe this 
Ihn the Fathers to the Children ſhall make known thy trath; which expli- 
tate in what ſence the dead praiſe him not, nor hope for his truth, 
tut it, they celebrate not his praiſes among the ſurvivors, nor are 
apable of exerciſing or ſnewing forth their hoping in his truth to 
them-ward, or among them, they cannot make known his truth co 
tem and ſo not praiſe him as he did then, the Fathers to the Chil- 
den, Eccl, 9. 10. Pſa. 6. 5. Iſa- 38. 18, 19. for otherwiſe in reſpect of 
temſolves, and to God ward, the dead in Chriſt even in theſe re- 
ſpeits doe live, they retain their hope in death, and joy in it; yea 
che enter intd a more full and peaceable enjoyment of it in ſpirit, 
ſpirits are made perfect, each one walking in his upright- 
ne, and are ſtill confidently expecting, longing, and waiting for 
thatday of full Redemption, even the redemption of their body, 
ud the judging and revenging their ſufferings and wrongs on 
E 3 tien 


( 30) 
them that dwell on the earth, crying, Lord, bew long, Prov, x 4-31) 
Tſa. 57. 2. Heb. 1 2. 23. Revel. 6. 9, Io, IT. They are with Chrif 


dead to us, and can no longer in their perſons be profitable tom, 
which made the Apoſtles and Prophets in their longing defire of 
the good of all, and for the furtherance of the Goſpel among 
men, and that the trath of it might remain with thoſe that hag re- 
ceived it, ſo much defireto abide with them, even to abide in the 
fleſh in this body, though ſo much to their own diſadvantage, 


preferring others good before their own; in death they petiſh, 


ceaſe, and depart from ns, and are out of capacity of being helphl 
to us. 

And yet further, Theſe Scriptures; The Rigbtecus periſbeib, th 
good man is periſhed out of the Earth, and fo the cauſe of grief hetel 
mented, is not verified ſimply in the taking away one, or diverſ 
of the Righteous by death; bm when alſo they are taken awiyn 
ſuch a time, and in fuch manner, as that there is none of like faic 
fulneſſe to God, and kindnefſe to men left in the place, or plucee 
where they lived, to ſarvive them, or at leaſt none in their room, 
or ſtead: But that if one or more of them be taken away, there is 
ſo many the leſſe of that Generation, or Righteous Nation that 
keepeth the Truth, left in the midſt of the crooked, and perverſe 
Nation, to ſhine as lights in the world : Moſt ſadly ind fully wit 
verified, when there is none left in the place, or places, wheote 
they are taken; and thus is this matter of lamentation expl 
in the expreſſions of it in other Scriptures, as Pſa), 12. 1. Hi 
Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth, the faithful fail from among the ill 
of men; ſo Micah 7. 1, 2. Woe i mee, for I am as when they bave gu 
thered the Summer fruits, as the Grape gleanings of the Vintage, 1 
cluſter & c. The good man is periſhed out of the Earth, and there is nom 
right among men: Oh that the matter of this ſad complaint wer 
not too ſadly verified amongſt us, and in this place at this tine. 
Theſe things being thus opened, wee ſhall briefly demonſtrate and 
explicate the poſition. That the periſhing of the Righteous, 'the 
taking away of men of kindneſſe, and godlineſſe, is afad ev 
rection to the ſarvivers, which God — have laid to heart h) 
them. For proof of this 
There needs no mere, than the Scriptures alrcady cited, mn 
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which to them is farre better, as is ſhewed before ; but they are , 
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we ſee that the ſervants of God take it as a heavy chaftiſement;, 
wo and miſery to themſelves, the taking away of ſuch faithful 
labourers» and fellow-helpecs with them, as were inſtraments 


| of drawing others in, and gathering them together in cluſters, to 
* the acknowledgement, and ſeeking of the name of God in Chriſt; 


id ſtrivers together with them, for ihe faith of the Goſpel, and 
ſo helpers of their faith, and joy. So the Apoſtle Paul writing to 
the Philippians concerning Epa pbroditus (his brother and compani- 
on in labours, and fellow - jouldierʒand their meſſenger) That hee 
hd be lick, nigh unto death, ſaith, that God had mercy on him, 
the Apoſtle Paul, in reftoriog tho laid Epapbroditus again, leſt hee 
ſhould have ſorrow upon ſorrow, where he plainly ſignifies, that 
would have been a very great chaftifement, and occaſion of grief 
andforrow to him;if Epapbroditus had then been taken away, And 
how much more heavy is the correction, or judgement, to thoſe 
ſ6cieties, or companies of people to whom they were more parti- 
aalarly mefſengers, and ſet as gui ies to go before them in the word 
ol the Lord; and ſo to the people generally among whom they 
lived Ir is mentioned as a heavy judgement on the Nation, and 
people of Iſrael) wee ſee not our ſignes, there is no more any Pro- 
phet, neither is there among us any that knowetlr, how long, Pſa: 
74.9. and ſo threatned, Ezth. 33. That be would lay the land moſt 
bſolate, even ebe Mountains of Iſrael, ſo as when it ſhould come to 
paſſe, they ſhould know that a Prophet bad been among them (yerſes 28, 
29, 33.) Intimating, they ſhould then know, by their being de- 
prived of him, and ſo know what their mercy was they ſleighted, 
by tlie want of it. And truly is muſt needs bee a heavy correction 
and judgement to that place, or people, from amongſt whom the 
— ſo periſh, or fa from the earth, and from among the 
children of men, For theſe reaſons, 

1 They are ſet in the world, and preſerved in it, and from 
the evil of it while they are continued in it, for the good of the 
werld, even of all men among whom they live, yea their Perſe- 
eutors 20 be as Inſtruments in Gods hand, for the opening their 
dye, and turnipg them from darkneſs. to light, and from the 


Power of Satan to God z They are the ſalt of the earth, the light of the 


urig choſen Generation, that they ſhould few forth tbe praiſes of bim 


la halb called them ou of darkzefſe into hi marvel ligbt, and ſhine as 


tebts 


(32) 
lights in the world, by holding forth the word of life in word and cony- 
ſation, Joh. 17, 15 - 18.23. Acts 26. 17, 18. Matth. 5. 13+ 16, 
1 Pet. 2.9, 10, &c. Phil. 2. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Yea, 

2 Their being ſo preſerved in the world, not taken out of jt, 
that is, not ſo taken out, but that there may bee a Generation of 
them continued ſucceſſively, and they in their ſeveral Ages preſer- 
ved, and kept from the evil of the world to the end fore-mentio. 
ned, it is one of the maine things for which Jeſus Chriſt appears in 
the preſence of God, making interceſſion for the good of Tranſ- 


greſſors; therefore while any of them are graciouſly preſerved 4. 


mong any people, it is an evidence of the powerful mediation of 
Chriſt (whom che Father hears in all his Petitions) yet continued 
and graciouſly exerciſed for that people, as Fob. 17. 15-23, 
Whence the Apoſtle exhorts, not to receive this grace of God in 
vaia, becauſe Sod ſaith, In au accepted time I have beard thee, that i, 
Chriſt making interceſſion for them, iv 4 day of ſalvation I bay: 
helped thee : which he doth, in helping, ſupporting, and preſerving 
his Servants, to hold forth the Word of Life among others in 
word and converſation; Bebold, this is 1he accepted time, this it the 
day of Salvation, namely, while they the Ambaſſadors for Chril, 
were inſtructing, exhorting, beſeeching, reproving, &c. while 
their mouth was open, their heart enlarged, &c. 2 Cor. 6.1, 2, 11, 
wich Chap. 5. 20. | 
| Theſe conſiderations demonſtrate, the Righteons periſhing and 
failing from among a people, to bee a heavy correction and judge- 
meat, even of this nature. | 
I Such as in which God taketh, or is taking away their 
Candleſtick out of his place, where he had ſer and preſetved itto 
give light to others, as Rev, 2. Yea | 
2 Such as in which the good man of the houſe appears as riſen, 
or _ up out of his place of mercy, and forbearance, in which 
hee hath been long holding open the door of life; now to ſhut it 
againſt ſuch a people for ever, if they ſpeedily repent not, Such it 
is, as in which there is an appearance of the end, or nigh approach” 
ing of the end of his time, in whick hee is pleading with the Fr 
ther for ſparing, or letting the fruitleſſe Fig-tree al one, that hee 
may yet digge about it, and dung it; according to that, Lak. I;. 
6, 7, 8, 9. like that, Iſa. 5. A judgement of a far higher m_ 
cha 
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than a famine of Bread, e Amos 8. 11, 12. Theſe ate ſuch prov. 
dences, as in which in ſome meaſure God is declaring men repro- 
batefilver, on whom the bellows is burnt, the lead conſumed, 
the founder melcech in vain, and therefore fit to bee left as Re- 
ſuſe, and no more pains to be taken with them. . 

yſi. The Poſition thus opened, let it admoniſh us to conſider 
and lay to heart even this ſad providence before it be too late, be- 
fore the Decree bring forth, and we be as chaffe that paſſeth, &c; 
Jeremy in his Lamentations, on ſuch an occaſion, teſcheth us to 
make this uſe of ſuch Providences, viz. To ſearch and try our waves, 
and twn to the Lord, Lam. 3. 39, 40. If when his band is lifced up, 
and his Judgements begin ſadly co be powred out upon us, we yet 
learn righteouſneſs, he will yet bee gracious, and in the midſt of 
wath remember mercy; let us then be ſo wiſe as to hear the Rod, 
and who hath apponted ir, conſider the meaning of the Voyce 
and that we may underſtabd it, let us conſult with the Scriptures, 
vbut manner of iniquities are uſually puniſhed with.ſygh Judge- 


ments, - 

Weſhall finde one great Head of Iniquity that js found in many 
Brinches, and in divers branches of it, to have been puniſhed 
with ſuch Judgements, is, The not diſcerning ibe Lords Jody; for 
this cayſe, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11+ 30. not only many are weak, 
and fickly, but alſo many ſleep ; which though a mercy to them that 
ſleep in Jeſus, to be ſo taken away from the evil, yet a Judgement 
to the {urvivers procured to themſelves, by their not diſcerning 
the Lords Body, - 

The Lords Body is firſt and primely his Perſonal Body, and of 
that he was ſpeaking immediately befcre, ver. 27. yea the com- 
memoration of that as broken for us, and the infinite grace and ver- 
s of the ſufferings ſuſtained therein, is the ſubje& matter of his 
Diſcourſe there. | 

The Lords Body in a ſecondary ſence is, his Myſtical Body, his 
Church, thoſe that through the taſtes of his graciouſneſs are built 
won him, in whom the poor and rich, bond and free, Brother of 
high degree, and of low, do meet together, they being all in coming 
t him through the taſtes of his grace, and ſo in being baptized into 


or, baptized into one Body, and made to drink into one 
irie, 
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(34 ) | 
Now that not diſcerning, perceiving, conſidering, knowing, or 
owning the Lords Body,that the Holy Ghaſt charges upon men ay 
their fin, and God judges them for, is not ſuch weakneſs, or iguo- 
rance, 28 is of neetſſity through natural fraiity, or for want vf 
means and diſcoveries vouch(afed, but 8 wiltul and rebellious 
not knowing, diſcerning, or taking notice of it, in the evidence 
and demonſiration of the Spirit in the teſtimony ef Jeſus, ſetting it 
before them, and therein opening the eyes, and lifting up theyoke 
of Natural tfraldome, Ha. 11. This is the condemnation, tha when 
light comes, men love darkneſs rather, becauſe their deeds are evil, and ye 
proved by the light, Joh. 3. 19. And ſo when the righteous, the tin 
wor ſhippers of God in Chriſt, that are ſet as Lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of Life in the demonſtration of the Spirit, 
and with power are lifting up the Son. of. Man in what bee dan 
done, and is become for fingers ; and the infinite vertue and grace 
of his Perſonal ſufferings, and Sacrifice, and therein — fonk 
his vertueg and praiſes, and fo in both preaching not themſelves, 
but Jeſus Uhrift the Lord, and rendring thernſelves ſervants to all 
for his ſake, beſeeching, alluring, and drawing them in the light 
and power of his Spirit with them (2s Hoſ< 11. Zach. 7. 9- 12,14 
2 Cor. 5. 14 ® 20. Phil. 2.12 +16, 1 Pet 2.9 = 13, &c. ) even to 
the moſt High to confider the Lords Body, and in the griceand 
power of its vertue and demonſtrations to bee reconciled to God; 
by none at all will exalt him, but are bent to back-{lidings, when 
called, allured, drawn, and wrought upon; they. will not 
know,nor regard the Work of the Lord, or the operation of his 
bands, but deſpiſe both him and them for his ſake, neglecting ſo 
great Salvation. | 
Ibis iniquity. is found in manꝝ Branches, as we (ball ſee in this, 
and the other Scriptures, where theſe Judgements are bewayled; 


and the reaſon of them given; As, 


1 When by tha righteous and merciful men, the large extent of 


the infinite grace and vertue of the Lords Death is. fo commended, 
and liftetd up, that the Lords Houſe, bis Temple, where he may bee 
worſhipped, and place of entertainment in his Son, and with chem 

. that cal upon him in truth, is preſented as a houſe of Prayer for 


all people, wherearich Feaſt, and Treaſury of all things pun 
ning to life and godlineſs is prepared, and ſet on the Tablefor 


them 
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them all, that all through his grace might come in thither, and 
eate of his Bread, and drink of the Wine that hee hath mingled, 
ind that whoſoever comes by kim in the light and power of his 
drawings, while his grace is bringing Salvation to them, as it doth 
to ill in due time, might be accepted; and therefore graciouſly in- 
viting them all, as in the Chapters before the text, I.. 35. 1 - 7. 
& 56. 7, 8. with Prov. 9. Mat. 22. 1 Tim. 2.T- 8. feb. 3. Id, 15; 
16. 2 Cor. J. 14, I5 - 19, 20, 21. & 6. 1, 2. 

Vet men not only ſet light by it, neglect ſo great Salvation, 
make excuſes, and will not come, but alſo wilfully cloſe their 
yes, and harden their hearts againſt this grace of God that brings 
Salvation to all men; and alſo like the Beaſts of the Field come 
to devour, forbidding the plaine and faithful preaching of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt to the world, that through him they might bee 
land. In which they pleaſe not God, and are contrary to the good 
ofall men, and perſiſting in th is wilful oppoſition of the grace of 
God in the Lords Death to all men, they fill up the meaſure of 
_ till wrath come upon them to the utmoſt, 1 Tbeſſ. 2. 
15,10, 2 

Aud in this way of iniquity are found chiefly, and as Ring- lea- 
dert the Generality of the Watch- men, the Maſters, Teachers, 
ud builders that are approved by, and of high account with men, 
they come chiefly under this charge in the Chapter before the text, 
Tſay6. 9, 10, &c. His Watch- men, (the Watchmen of their 
eme ſetting up and approving ) are blinde, and ignorant, not 
having learned truth "_ but profeſſing to be wiſe in Sci- 
ence'fal{ly ſo called, and thinking thereby to comprehend the 
things of God in Chriſt, have erred from the faich, and turned a- 
fide to vaine jangling, the generality of them have in all Ages re- 
fuled, and ſer at nonght that Stone which God hath made, the 
undation and head of the corner, Pſal. 118. 22. Mattb. 21. 42. 
vitk Chap. 22, I - IF, Job. 3. 10. 14-15, Sec. Ads 4. 11, 12. 
1.7. 48,49. And where any of them doe ſee any truth in that 
Ucctine, that exalts, or lifts up the Son of Man, and Gods glory 
in ln, yet they are dumb, and will not confeſs ic, as Job. 12. 
4543. Among the chief Rulers alſo many beleeved on bim, but becauſe of 
the Phariſees they did not confeſs bim, leaſt they uud bee put out of the 
laagegue, ſor they loved the praiſe of men more then the praiſe of God; 

2 yea 


a 
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yea they generally love to flumber, are loath to be ſtirred up, and 
awakened, to conſider and ſet their hearts to that which might bee 
for their owne and others good) but lying down to ſleep, deere: 
ject, and ſtop their ears againſt that knowledge of him that comes 
to awaken them to righteouſneſs, and diſcovers the falſeneſt and 
vanicy of their Dreams. See further what follows of them, in that 
Iſa. 56. with 1 Tim. 3-5. g 8 
2 Another ſort there are, that doe not ſo much, or ditedly ſet 
themſelves ro oppoſe the Doctrine of the Grace of God igChrif, 
or the preaching thereof, yet will not diligently mind or conſider 
it, or the weight, importance, tendency, and inſtructions of it, 
but doe inwardly ſhun the light and power of it, and harden their 
hearts againſt the evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit in ig 
becauſe it diſcovers and reproves their deeds as evil, not ſuffering 
grace to make them willing in the day of his Power, ſo to receive 
the love cf the Truth as that they might be ſaved by it, doe wilful- 
Iy reject, and harden their hearts againſt the reproofs-of the its 
ſtruction of the Lords Voyce crying unto them, diſcovering, and 
reproving their Covetouſneſs, Oppreſlion, In- juſtice, Violence, 
leaſt they ſhould be converted and healed by it. And in this are 
found chiefly the generality of the rich men, and Rulers of4he geo 
le; ſee at large Micba 6. declaring the procuring cauſe of that 

; | Bang of the good man periſhing out of the earth, ſuch they 
were, as that the good man being periſhed; or taken away frems- 
mong them, the beſt of them was a Bryar, and the moſt upright 
88 2 Thorn-hedge, ſee Cbap. 7. 3. 4, 5+ yea in Exediels time, many 
vf them did ſhe much love and reſpect to the Prophet while bie 


was among them, and he was to them as a pleaſapt Song, yet | 


they would not regard his words to dot them: or to ſuffer their la 
ving operation in them, for their heaft went after their covetouſnes, 
and that is there given as the reaſon of the Judgement threatned, 
in which they thould know, that a Prophet had been amory 
them, Exek. 33. 30 33. q | wy 
3 Ochers there are, that through the knowledge of God i 
Chriſt have made ſome eſcape from them that live in errour, 4 
from the pollutions that are in the world through Luſt, and ſome 
of them have ſtood againſt many ſtrong temptations, and but 


tried thoſe that ſay they are Apoſtles, and are not, and long gen 
yary 
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(37) 
zur and yet after ail this, turn again with the Dogge to bir vomit, 
1 with the Sow to ber wallo wing in the mire, leaving their firſt love 
to that perſon, and to the excellent knowledge of him. Some 
with amore high hand then others, turn from the holy Commande- 
ment ifter knowledge of the truth received, and turning away 
their ears from the truth, are turned aſide to Fables, even co ſuch 
damnable Hereſies, as in which privily under pretence of magniſy- 
ing bim, the Lord that bought them is denied by them; others 
clewving to, and embracing this preſent world, not continuing 
in but ſorſaking the Apoſtles Doctrine, and Feliowſhip, not dif- 
cerning, or conſidering, and remembring the excellency, grace, 
ind vertue of the Lords Body that was broken for us; and fot ſuch 
like iniquity God threatens the removing of their Candleſtick , 
Rivel, 2.12 Jo 
Noi if yet we would judge our felves, we ſhould not be further 
judgedofche Lord, if when his hand is lifted up even to deſtroy, 
ind make an utter deſolation, yet if any take notice of it, and ſay; 
I have ſinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited mee 
wt; then he is gracious, and faith, Deliver him from going dewn to 
thepity for I bave found a ranſome 3 If we confeſt our ſins, he i faitbfut 
ondjuff to forgive us our fins and the bloud of Jeſus cleanſetb ns from all fon, 
but be that bidetb bis fon ſhall not proſper 3 hee that being often repro» 
red hardneth his neck, Mall ſuddenly fall, and that without remedy; 
1nd this leads us to the next Branch of inſtruction, namely, 

2 That when God ſo ſtrikes, and yet none lay to heart, or con- 
ſider ity its an evidence of great hardneſſe, and wilſul blindneſſe in 
ſuch a people, and a ſign and fore- runner of greater judgemente. 
The truth of this is evidenced in the fore - mentioned Seriptures, 
et for farther, and more particular demonſtration of it. See alfo, 
Ie. 26, 9. Oh Lord! when thine hand is lifced up, they will not 


ſet it, but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed, &c. Fer. 5. When God 


hath threatned, and begun to make de ſolatione ( as cba. 4. Then he 
ſaith, Rum ro and fro through the ſtreets and broad places, And ſee now if 
ea can finde a man, if there be any that executeth judgement, that ſeek- 
eib the truth, and I will parder: it. And though they ſay, T be. Lord li- 
dnl, and (wear by his Name, ſurely they fwegr falſly; O Lord, 
are mt thine eyes upon be trutb d tbon ba? ſtricken them ; but they bave 
ur grieved; thou baſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive 

corrections 


(33) 
cop re;on, they baue made their faces harder than a. rock they havs rt 
faſed to return; and in this alſo the poor and rich did agree {© 
break the yoke, and burſt the bands, as Pſal. 2. Therefore 4 Linn ug 
of the Forreſt ſball flay tbem; A Wolf of the Evenings, that comes. 
Piivily to devour, like that ſpirit of Antichriſt, and miniſters of 
Satan, Propheſjed of ta abound in the laſt days, that comg with 
all deceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh, priyily 
bringing-in damgable Hereſies, denying the Lord that bay 
them, ſuch an enemy ſhall ſpoyl and deſtroy them; God ſaall end 
them ſtrong deluſions (by giving permiſſive commiſſion to Satan, a 
in the caſe of Ahab, 1 King. 23. 19, -- 22.) that they fhowld belum 
« he, that they al might bee damned, who beleeved not the truth, big bed 
pleaſure in unrighteouſneſſe; Surely his ſoul ſhall be avenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this. See allo P/al. 78, 64, 65, &c. BEET 

What then ſhall wee ſay, when in ſtead of layingit to bent, 
and conſidering it, and being grieved, many rejoyce, and (port 
themſelves at ſuch judgements; as Micab 7. 8. 1a, 57, 3, 4. imagi» 
ning they ſhall now have their deſire, and that the Ri 
ing taken away, their name, even the good name of Godthat 
was upon them, hall periſh, as P/al. 41. 5, 6, 7. and thereſqe em 
courage themſelves in their. evil wayes, doctrines, and praiſes, 
faithfal reprovers, that were a tetrour to them, being cealed from 
them; now they ſay (as Pſal. 12.) our tongues gre our own, who  Lard 
over . And now as men delivered to do ſuch abominggians, 
they ſpeak vanity,every one with his neigbbour, with a flattering 
lip, and double heart, thinking te prevail with their lip, or dos 
ctrineʒ now to root out the lip of knowledge, encouraging them. 
ſelves, as if the foundations of the rightecus were deſtroyed, and 
therefore reproachſully ſaying to the poor, that hath no help 


bus God, and yet puts his truſt in him, where is now thy Goch 


thy hope, thy confidenge -- what ean the righteous do? Mic. 9 
10. Pſal. 11. But our God, who is our rock; and foyndation i 
in his holy Temple, in his Sog out very preſent help, and ſtrong 
Tower of defence to ſave us, The Lords throne is in Heaven, 
from whence his eyes behold, his eyelids trye the children of men 
hee is 8 God, by whom actions zre weighed in an even ballanes 
and though hee d6 not ſpeedily execute judgement againk - 
works, becauſe hee delights in mercy, and would not 006A 
FM | | du 
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bould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance, fuch his 
acious affection towards ſinners, even rebellious ones in this day 
of his grace, and patience, yet all theſe things are laid ap in ftore 
with him, fealed up among his treafares, and ſhall be brought 
forth, when every ſecret thing :fhall bee brought to lighty and God 
hall manifeft-che counfels of the heart, then no more patience, or 
fordearance to bee exerciſed towards rebels; the Lord ſhall laugh 
then at their calamicy, and mock when their fear commeth; yea, 
the Lord himſelf ſhall come, and ten thouſands. of his Saints, to 
execute Judgement upon all, and to convince all that ate ungodly 
zwongſt them, of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungod- 
|ycommitted, and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners 
ine ſpoken againſt kim, Then the Lord ſhall cut off all flattering 
lips, and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud things, &c. for to him 
beongeth vengeance; ebe ir foot Gall ſide in due time, fc. Deut. 32. 
3% 35 Kc. Jude 14, 15. In the mean time therefore let us look to 
lim for eounſel, and ſee what uſe hee inſtruts us to make of this 
conſideration, when we ſhall ſee the dates fo evil, and iniquity 
b aboundtng, and evil men, and deceivers waxing worfe and 
rare, by every warning and judgement. Truly then | 

1 Let them alone, withdraw from them, reproye not a ſcorner, 
leſt hee hate thee; for hee that reproveth a ſcorner, getteth to him · 
{if name, he that rebuketh a wicked man, getterh himſelf a blot, 
tbougWtill as grace inſtructs, wee may yet mourin in ſecret for 
their price, as fer. 13. 17, And not bee haſty in deſixing the wo- 
alday; but let our prayer bee for chem, ii yet there may bee 
lope, even when God appears to bee rifing up, as one that will 
nomore be intreated; See Fer. 14, & 15. ! 

2 Fthere be any that will hear, be diljgent, and earneſt in 
laſon, and out of ſeaſon, in inſſructing, and admoviſhin 
dem, while it is to day, not co harden their hearts; rebak 
ine man, and hee will love thee, and be yet wiſer, and with 
* inſtruct them that ignqgrantly oppoſe” themſelves, 

2 + 

3 lud let us together be admoniſhed I In the way of his judge: 
nenn to wait for the Lord, quietly to bear his indignation, becauſe 
ne brve fined, and reverently liſtening to him, and ſtanding in 
Rehefore him under ſuch teflimonies of diſpteaſure, AY 

that 
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that be is righteous and faithful, as well as infinite in wiſdomè, and 
power, as hee hath manifefted himſelf in that faichful witneſſ, 
letled for ever in Heaven, and in due time hee will bring us forth, 
and wee ſhall behold his righteouſneſſe: Then ſhe that is mine ene- 
my ſhall hee aſbamed, Micah 7. 6. 10. And fret not our (cles 
becauſe of evil doers, wait patiently on the Lord, commit our 
way to him, and hee ſhall bring it to paſſe; deſpiſe not his chaftiſe- 
ment, neither faint when rebuked of him, ſeeing it is the Lord, 


The helpers. taken from us were no otherwiſe helpers, but id 


the Lord, ind hee hath not taken himſelf from us in whom is out 
help. 2 When wee ſee how the reproaches, and blaſphemies of 
men are increaſed againſt him, and do ſet themſelves againſt the 
heavenaz let the conſideration of it, make us more willing to beat 
them, ſeeing they are the reproaches of them, that reproach him, 
that fall on us, and commit vengeance to him. 3 Bee wee {lirred 
up to cry mightily to God far help, Help Lord, for the godh ma 
ceaſeth, the faithful fail from among ibe children of men; they ſpeit 
vanity. every one with his 2 with a flattering lip, aud 
double heart do they ſpeak; cry therefore with more carnefineſle to 
God in Chriſl. 1 For pardon of our iniquities, and healing of 
our diftempers, Pſal. 41. 4,5,and 38, 12, -- 16,17, 10. 2 Fir 
wiſdome in the knowledge of him, and thoſe great things of li 
Law, that may guide us in a plain path, becauſe ef our enemi 
that watch for our halting, Pſal. 27, 8 -- 11, &c. And gary 
poſe alſo, 4 Let us redeem the preſent time yet left us, al be 
admoniſhed by his judgements to awake go righteonſneſſe, and not 
ſia againſt him; for it is a ſhame for us that wee are yet found 5 
much without the knowledge of him; what, 1he ſammer poſh ik 
barweſt ended, and yet Wee not ſaved? Jer, 8. 20. Oh that atleakn- 
this day, before it bee wholly paſt, wee did wiſely conlider qu 
latter end; yea, the rather becauſe the dayes are eyil, redeem 

time, and be not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the wil o 
the Lord is; and to that purpoſe, take heed co our ſelves kt i 
any time our hearts be overcharged, with ſurfetting and d x 
enneſſe, or cares of this life, and ſo the day of death, ind 

judgement come on us unawares;Be not drunk with Wine of ef 

ly pleaſures and cares, wherein is exceſſe, but be we filled wick 
Spirit, ſpeaking to our ſelves, and one another in Pſalms, E 
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and ſpiritual ſongs, bcc. not Forfaking the aſſembling of our 
elves together as the manner of ſome ie, but exhorting one ano- 
ther; and ſo much the more, as wee ſee the day approaching, and 
for our encouragement herein, that we be not ſlothful, but fol- 
lowers of them, who through faith and patience, do already 
in Spirit inherit the promiſes; Mark the perfect man, and behold 
theupright; look upon him in the light of Gods teſtimonie, 
there you ſhall ſee, That the end of that man is peace; And this 
brings us to the laſt inſtruction. 3D 

3 That even in theſe ſad judgements to the ſurvivers, there 
u ſpecial mercy, and choice bleſſedneſſe to thoſe fo taken 
away, and chat to be conſidered alſo. They are taken away from 
che evil, or as we read it from the evil to come. 1 

1 They are then taken away from, and do depart out of the 
fieſh, in ics weak and corruptible flate, out of a vile, or wretched bo- 
, that bad fir) in ie to be ſtriven againf}, as well as death upon it, 
Ala in the members warring againſt the law of the minde; And ſhall 
not again return to it, until it ſhall be renewed, or given them in 
_— glotions and incorruptible flate, in the firſt reſurre- 

1 | | | 
| 23 They are then taken from an evil generation, that was continu- 
ally vering their righteous ſouls, with their unlawful and ungodly 
dotrines, and practiſes, and ſo from all Satans temptations,'and 
batteries; the accuſer of our brethren is caſt dewn from Heaven, 
hes cannot reach the ſpirits of juſt men made perfe&, which are 
with Jeſus, and have fiviſhed their watfare, their end is 


peace, 
3 They are taken from the evil, and judgements to come, as Est 
wetplucke out of Sedewe, that they may bee out of danger of be- 
ing with the fins, procuring (ach judgements, that fo they 
muy not partake with them of their plagues, yea, that they may 
to longer: plead for ſparing, and diverting ſuch judgement:. Oh 
judgement to the ſurvivers, yet therein the dead are bleſſed. 
Reſſed ate the dead which die in the Lord from benceforth, yea ſaith the 
Spiri, that they may reſt from their labours, combates, aud dangers; and 

works follow chem. ' | 

deer This confideration inſtructs us, that while they are in 
theſe mortal bodies, they are not taken away from the evil, though 
0 G through 


/ 


_ | | 
through grace dalivered, kept, and ty grin ape from the 


« 


ottucions'and intavglemeres. of it, ang vifory in the conting.! 
al combare, yet aa a fin in them, as.a Law in the members; t 
ſirive againff, even unto. blood, ta death, and, chat continua hend. 
ing them captive, though they minding We rhings of the Spun, 
in the, light and power of the grace vouchſafed, are not led cp- 
tive by itz yea hitherto they have not attained, neither axe they pe. 
fe&, they have not yet apprehended, or laid hold of that for which 
they are apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus, but are pgeſſing on to it, 
expecting the full injoyment- in ſoul and body in thes bleſſed and 
firſt . reſurrection in the mean time, in death, they are taben 
away from the e vil, but not before, though in a ſenſe they tre ſaid 
to be perfect, or upright, ones, that have their hearts fired io fak 
righrepuſoelle jo er though. weaknefſe and finfulneſſe be 
yet found in them; they ee oppoſed tg or 
donÞle-mindedgefle, and fon. the. Way of <ighteo &,' in- 
which is, life, and light increaſing to. the perfect deyz bud id 
this day, not arrived at their jquruies end; not perfeRt as co attain- 
ment, but ſtill ſtriving againſtiſin ip themaſelves;as well as againſt i 
in others, and ſo have fightings within, and fightings without, 
as alſo they axe. gxoaning unden the burden of thoſe, weakneſſes, 
e it ĩs yet upon them, and in a (eole-raigningont: 
n 421 e 7 45 
"This ſhould teach us, not to be ſecure, or ſleep aa do others bm 
to be xatchful and, take haed: to our ſalyet left et any time pn 
get eie over u and we ba bearded. through tha deteitiul. 
neſſt᷑ of it; left at any time we be overcharged with ſurfetting ui 
drun kenne ſſe, and cares of this life, andi ſo that day oma in u 
una ate; Put wee on the whale. Armour a Kea. tet men m be die i 
| REG ih 4 8 del So edi 6:17 26314 A 
2 The deag tha dye ih the Vd being — res 
5 1 Tha 7 — bow to deliver th 


iy out of temꝑtation, and to reſerve che udiuſt unto: the day 
af adgement,zDbe panlbed, rhe ſeme mey now loch to che 
Lord, and wait for the God of our ſalvatiog, ay Maße 7-9. 
In his hand. age all our tjmgs, and. med, and with bim I wiſdoue, 
ſtrength, and faithfijlneſſe, to deliver us from the evil 'ofrreampts- 


tion, 


, os 465: wn. = ne , . ok 8 at a. 


2 


—"— _— _— - gg 
- — 2 — I 


Er P GS. a ee RES. 


vn while yet we ts left MK. them 3 2hd' if hee ſee them too 


thadyie for us, he will either deliver us out, or command reftraine 


wihe reminder of them, that might not tend to his praiſe in our 
profit, Pſah 76. 9, 10. 1 Cor. 10. 13. 2 Cor. 1.10.2 Pet, 2... 
” z'Thisconfidermivn alfo is an Antidote agalaſt immoderate 
mourning for them that ſleep in Jeſus, as thoſe without hope, it 
| to all the furviving Brethren of ſuck in the faith, and pati- 
ende of Jeſus, chat they have not loſt, but for the preſent parted 
th ſirch"their Brethren, and heſpets of their faith and joy, that 
may enjoy them in a farte better manner for ever; when the 
Lord comes, he will bring them againe with him, in the meane 
thine they ate taken away from the evil, for which we have cauſe 
to rejsyce on their behalf; and for our one parts wa are left be; 
kae dre white, we know not how lietle a or: at may be, it 
tinhorde fong ; and this alſo we Know, He that ſpared not bis own 
Sin, ber lend bim up forms all, he abides or dwells in him, whazs 
ufo be bath rajſed from the dead, to fupport and help us : through bim 
ve pal doe vdiantly, it in be that treadetb down our enemies, yea be will 
with $i Son 25 ws all things ; he doth and will keep us by his power, 
ot l Goſpel chrough faith, co che Salvation now ready to 
dere roaled in the laſt time, that we may alſo finiſh our courſe with 
j6f,"2 Cr. 1. 10. P/al. 60. 1 2. Row. I. 16, 17. & 8. 32. 1 Pet. 14 5. 
1 let this laſt conſideration be of this further and general uſe 
to us all, ſeeing the righteous hath hope in his death, and the end 
of that man js peace 3 ſetk righteouſneis, and ſeek it in the Lo 
kel it by faith in Chrift Jeſus, Seek tbe Lord. while be way be for 
vl eefupor bim while be 4 near; we pray you, in Chrifts ſtead, be yee re- 
wii te God zand as motives to it, conſider, i. He hai made bis Son 
tut um im ſen to be ffn, and & curſe for us, that wee might be made 1he 
tglteaufweſs of God in bim. Confider how great things he hath done 
foe your fn inſthrough che cutting off the Mefſiab,, as Das, g. a4. 
bn he mighe be feared by on.. is 
I Therein, by executing the Judgement of this world on him, 
(Fob. 13. 31) he hath finiſhed the tranſgreſſion ( chat one of. 
fenteand diſobediente that brought in Sin anc ath, Rom. 5. 12 
id ) and made an end of the fins that came in cerly thereby, the 
Built of all the fin, and filchineſs of the naciire thence naturally, and 
G 2 neceſſarily 


away from before the Father, and ſo finiſhed and made an end d 
it in t he Court, he being taken from the Priſon, and from 
Judgement therefore laid on him, ſo that the Father will require 
no more Paiments of that Debt, nor goe to Law or Judgement 
with men; according to that rule of Judgement; but hach com 
mitted all Judgement to the Son, that all men ſhould honour the 
Son at the Saviour and Redeemer, the Abolliſher of their death, and 
Delivererof them from the curſe of the Law, even with the Same ho- 
gour as they honour the Father, as the great Creator of them all 
acknowledging the Redemption wrought, and his Power cher 
them as Lord and Saviour, by means of death to bee of the fame 
latitude, that ſo though fin be in them, and death upon them, a 
the fruit of that firſt Tranſgreſſion, yet the ſting thereof, which 
is the Wrath of God, on that account due, the Curſe.of. the Lay 
being ſuffered, and taken out by Chriſt, no man (liall: periſh for 
ever in or by that fimply ; neither remains it as an Iron barre he- 
tween God and them; no man is neceſſarily kept eur from G0 
by that ſinfaloeſs and death yet remaining on them, but may com 
to God by Chriſt the Mediator, in whom the enmity; is {laine, the 
peate made, and ſo the door opened, and way made clear, nd ibe 
grace of God bringing Salvation to them through it, Rum. 3. 33, 
24. Heb. 1. 3. Joh. 5. 22, 23. Gal. 3. 13. Pſal. 107. 15 16, Epheſ.% 
16. Col. 1. 20. 2 Tim. i. 10. Tit. 2. II. 21 
2 Tea therein by making his Soul an offering for our ſin, ind 
caufing him to bear our ſins in his owne Body to the Tree, and in 
the vertue thereof he hath made reconciliation for iniquity, a hre. 
pitiation, Purgation, or Sin- offering for the taking away the fol- 
lowivg fins of the people, and brought in everlaſting Righteouſnck, 
the Works which the Father gave him to doe on earch, being one! 
actually ſiniſbed in that perſon, the Sacrifice of his owne Body 
perfeRed through fufferings once offered, is of everlaſting value 
and vertue with the Father for us, even for the taking away the 
ſins of the world, and for the holding open the door of Life, and 
procuring the,continuanceof Mercies even to the rebellious,” that 
the Lord might dWell among them; as. well as likewiſe for fie 
continual eoveting, and preſenting complear, and ſporleſ beſo 


', © on | 
neceflacily derived,. Jeſus Chriſt hath by himſelf purged or taken 
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the Father; all that are found in it, and for the perfeRing what 
concerns them, God hath ſer him forth in the infinite vertue of 
that his perfect Righteouſneſs, and Sacrifice, a ſtanding Propi- 
ation, not for our fins only that through grace beleeve, but alſo 
fr the fins of the whole world, that through him hee mig ht de- 
due his righteouſneſs, in exerciſing patience, and forbearance to 
Rebells during the day of bis grace, and patience, and that is 
while it is due time; and in juſtifying whoſoever through bis Name 
kleveth in bim, that being juſtified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption in Chriſt, they might be waſhed, ſantified, and 
made Heirs in the vertues and influences of the ſame everlafting 
righteouſneſs, Job. I. 29. Nm. 3, 25, 26. Heb, 7.25 - 27, 1 Job. 
21,3, ſo that though thoſe iniquities, or unrighteouſneſſes, in 
which when the light and power of the grace of God is bringing 
$lvtion, and comes nigh to men leading to repentance, lifting 
p the yoke, then men cloſe their eyes, and harden their hearts, 
andchnſe darkneſs rather, becauſe their deeds are evil, Though I. 
laß fins of this nature be not finiſhed, or made an end of in the 
four, 13 was faid of the fore-mentioned, but are detained in 

men againſt men while they abide in them, they being of a 
new nature, and ſuch as were not, nor could have had being in 
the world, if there had not been peace made for them, and that 
ilo preached to them, even by his Spirit to their ſpirits ( as 1 Pet. 
3.19, 20.) Jeb. 15. 2224. they provoke new wrath, which 2» 
bides over men while they continue in them, Job. 3. 18, 19, 36. 
ind will end in a ſecond death, if perſiſted in till finiſhed by them; 
et there is Reconciliation, and Propitiation made in the vertues 
of his Blogd, or being cut off by death even for (ins of this nature, 
lo that by means of that Death, which was for the redemption of 
the Tranſgreſſions under the firſt Teſtament, in the infinite and a- 
ding vertue of that Bloud, he is the Mediator between God 
ud men, and maketh interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors, yea hee 
hath received power and authority in the Name of the Father, to 
Poture and give forbearance to Rebells, during his pleaſure; bee 
baththe Keys of David, be opens and no man ſÞuts, Lee [hats and no man 
eri he bath received gifts for men (yea for the rebellious alſo) obſerve 
thut additional clauſe, and the inſtruction in it, That he hath re- 
G 3 ceived 
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ccived not only gifts for men, as men and finners from Adam co 


fidered, but for the tebellious alſo, that the Lord Ged migh 
dwell among them. And ſo alſo to give through his Name fn 
giveneſs even of all fins paſt, to hoſoever through this grace, ſeab 
and belee vech on him, as well as always to preſent them accept 
ble in the preſence of God in himſeli, in the vertue of that hj 
perfect and everlaſting righteouſneſs, yea they have rightcoulncy 
and ſtrength in che Lord anſwering to all their needs, weakne(, 
and nakedneſa for their covering in the preſence of God, and tha 


they may be filled with che fraices of it, in the Lord ſhall all us 


ſeed of Lael, all the generation of ſeekers. of Gods Name, and 
face in Chriſt he juſtified, and hall glory; therefore ſaith be, Ia 
unto me, and be yee ſaued allthe ends of the earth, for I am «juſt God, a 
4 Sauiour; and his righteouſneſs is an everlaſting right | 
and ſhall never be aboliſhed. however men fight againtt it. 

3 Therein he hath ſealed, or confirmed the Viſion, and Prophy 
fie of brivging forth bleſſing in Abrabam Seed to all Nations, gi 
ving bis Son Jeſus, as raiſed from the Dead, for a Witneſs. to : 


people, a Leader, and Commander to the people, a Light to 
Gemtiles, and _ 9 4 — to the ends of Ro Rs Gen. 2 1 
Gal. 3. 8 13. Iſa 42. & 4. 655. 35. Mts 2, & 13, fer b 

bath now made the man Chriſt Jeſus, in the Name and Maj 0 
God, a teſtimony to men, the Light of the world, to bee teſliin 
to them in their ſeveral Ages, and in due time baving anoyntel 
the moſt Holy; even that moſt holy Bedy, the Perſonal Body d 
Chriſt, through ſufferings glorified with the Fathers:owne {aig 
theglory he had with him as the eternal Son of God before thy 
World was, with the vertue of whoſe Bloud, the Heavens them 
ſelves were ſprinkled, that Grace and Truth might thence. come 
forth to us, Ii bath thereſore plaed the Fatber that in bim (bud al 
ſulasſſe dwe l, even the f heſſe of the God-head bodily, tba of bis ſu) 
weſſe we might all receive, for the opening aur Oes, and turning u fr 
darkneſſe to light, and from the pomer of Satan ts God, that we might 16 
coive forgiveneſſe of fius, and inheritance among theme that are ſandiifiel 
by faith in bim; Now Jeſus Chrift in his Perſonal miniſtration @ 
earth, was a'Miaifter of the Circymeifion, yea after his Alcenſia 
the firſt pouring oui of the Holy Ghoſt, bringing and one 
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| fe teftfarony of Jefus wu the Works are finithed in his Body was 
his Apoſtles, and Diſciples, that were all of the Circumei-- 
don, and by them it was firſt to be preached to the Circumeiſion, 
and after eo all Nations for the obedience of faith, Now this his 
1 Miniſter of the Cireumeiſion, was to confirme the Promi- 
{to the Fathers, and that in the confirmation of them, and in 
thegrace fo coming forth in Abrabams Seed, and confirmed a- 
his Family, and from thence coming forth to the Nations, 
te Gentiles might glorifie- God for his mercy, as it is written; For 


I taſe I wil confeſſe to thee: aviong the Gentiles, &c. Rom. 15. 8, 9. 


And this may anfwer to his confirming the Covenant with many 
fr one week, the laſt of the Seventy, in the midſt of which him- 
lil vas cut off, and did therein prepare, and through thoſe ſuffe- 
ringhimſelf was perfected that everlaſting Sacrifice, in the com- 
nin of which, the Typical Sacrifice and Oblation did ceaſe, a»: 
bout, or ſoon after the third day, or year of his being manifeſted 
aral and ſhe wing himſelf in his Perſonal Miniſtration as the 
don of God, the Saviour of the World, and fo in the midſt of the 
nit he was cut off, and through ſufferings made perfect, Zukę 
1.32, 33. and in a like tĩme after the revelation of the myſtery 
art che Scriptures of the Prophets was come forth fully and 
onirmed in chem, and by them; according to the Commande- 
nettof the everlaſting God, given forth for obedience to the 
futhamong all Nations, ſo that the Lord Jeſus in that his moſt holy 
Ny, being made perfect through ſufferings, is the anoynted 
| Prince and Saviour, for to give us repentance, and forgiveneſs of 


ar; and he hath confirmed the Promiſes to the Fathers, and gi- 
torch the ceftimony and revelation of himſelf, and che Fathers 
ay in him; in full, and as it mufttand till his Second appeating; 
which Great Day, all the things behind ſhall even ſo bee ful- 
ur declared in this difpenſation of the ſulneſs of times ;. in 
lemenne time, God batb ſpoken'to 16 in theſe lai?-dayes by bis Sow, and 
nnd with, and according to this word is the inflaeoce of the 
and power of his Spirit poured out on all-Fleſh, on all che 
(tom, ' reproving the World, and leading Beleevers into all 
mth, che Father tiaving glorificd him for the calling the Nations 
abe peach ing peace to them, hy vertu of ihe 8 
them 
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thew by his bloud, Ia. 55. 4, 5» Matthew 28. 18, 19. 1 Tim, - 

2. 57 6,7. 6. 
2 In and with this conſideration of the great thing he hath done: 
Rich proviſion of all things pertaining to life and godline 
in him for us; behold him alſo in his faichfulneſs, in all his 
Work, and Office appointed him, it is according as it hath been. 
manifeſted in that which he hath already done, therefore that to 
be remembred as aſtanding witneſs of it, as Iſaiab 50. 4, 5, to the 
end; fo Hebrews 12. 2. he that failed not in that, will not fall 
in any thing that he is appointed, and impowred to, for us in the 
vertues uf that, either in his appearing in the preſence of God for 
us, or in the Name of the Father, giving good things to us, tha 
through him we might be ſaved. | wr 

See alſo the Fathers face in his, Good and upright is the Lord, 
therefore will be teach finners in the way; and then it follows, The 
2k, that is, thoſe ſinners that in his firſt and preventing teach- 
ings are melted, and turne in the light and power of his reprools, 
thoſe will be guide in judgement, and further teach his way, Plane 
25. 8, 9, like that, 7abn 16. 8, 9, 10- 13. he fails not, If. 43; 
but makes his Judgements as the Light that goeth forth, he n 1 
the day long, while by any means he is calling to behold hin, 
ſtretching ont his hand, Tſaiab 65. 1, 2. Hoſea 6. 5, 6, 7. 

odneſs is leading to Repentance, even thoſe that are not led 
7 it, Romans 2. 4, 5. Iſaiah 48. 17, 18. Pſalm 81. He is drawing 
with the — a man, the demonſtrations of a Savioutin 
body prepared for him, through ſufferings made perfect, und 
glorified with the Fathers owne ſelf, and with the bands of l & 
the diſpl ay ings of bis love, and glory in that face of 2 | 
therein lift ing up the yoke of thraldome naturally on the J. 

- while he iets meat before them, and this, even to ſuch. at 2 | 
his bands, and caſt away his cords from them, Hoſes II. τ 

14515, 16. Pſalm 2. Jeremy 5, 5- Zach. 7. 11, 12. Exch 24.111 | 

13. Pſalm 81. and in turning at his reproof, he will pour ont 

Spirit further, and make known his words, Proverbs 30% 

hath now no pleaſure in the death of apy Sinner, yea | 

ſtands ready to accept of all commers, Aud is every Nation, hei 
feartth God, and worketh Kighteoaſmeſſe is accepted with me | 
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laune 7 pear. . | | 
Confideralſo as further Motives to preſs us to hafte, and dili- 
@ in lexming Righteouſneſſe, the preſent opportunity only 
; yours, wherefore the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To day if yee mil hear 
biregce, hard wt your hearts; If once the good man of the 
Hoaſe (that by ſach Providences, as is the ſubject of this 
'Diſcourſe, appears as riſing up, if once he) bee riſen up, and 
hive hut the door againſt any of us, it will then be. coo late. 
And this alſo, wee know wee maſt all dye, and doe fee that 
the natural life is a very Bubble, preſently broken by tke 
liſt blaſt of God; and the gathering time terminates with 
that at fartheſt. After death, the Judgement ſhall bee accor- 
ding td the things now done in the Body, good or evil, according 
tothe rule of che Goſpel, 
Le all move us to confider, and receive inſtruction while it 
8 today, learn Righteouſneſſe by his Judgements , and for our 
diretion herein, Hee hath ſhewed thee O man what is good; 
ad what doth the Lord require of thee, but co doe jultly, in 
receiving his Teſtimony concerning Chriſt, and as that gives 
ground, perſwades, and ſtrengthens in the ſupernatural Light 
ud Power with which it is evidenced and made nigh thee, ſo 
through is beleeving on him that juſtifiech the ungodly, as Ko- 
un. & 10. to love mercy, accept, receive, and drink downe 
the mercy and pitty of God te man-ward, as manifeſted in and 
rough Chrift bringing Salvation ( as Hoſea 6. 6. with Math. 
$13.) reject not the grace of God in Chriſt, the love of the Truth 
in comes to ſave your ſouls; and walk humbly with thy God, ꝛc- 
bowiedging due owne vileneſſe, wretchedneſſe, and. deadneſſo 
u in and treſpaſſes, aſcribing Righteouſnefle to our Maker, re- 
the Sentence of Death in our ſelves, that wee may learn to 
tuſtio him that raiſeth the Dead; lift not up our imaginations; 
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l ts, or purpoſes, againſt the evidence and demonſtra- 
F tion of Chriſt, the inſtructions, reproofs, and requirings of 
% Fr ur not among, your ſ: ves, but with meekpeſſe receive ibe 
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Wofied word that fa able to ſave your ſouls, and in the light and 
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